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1 Will Come Again 


By the late Ida A. Guirey 
John 14:3; 17:24 


RECIOUS promise Christ has given— 
“I will come again.” 
Blessed message of assurance— 
“I will come again.” 


Then “let-not your heart be troubled” 
But believe His Word; 

With rejoicing pray and labor— 
Waiting for the Lord. 


Oh, the love of our Redeemer, 
Coming for His own 

To be with Him, see His glory, 
Gathered ’round His throne. 


ll. “In Every Thing Give Thanks” 


Old-fashioned pumps sometimes 
needed to be primed with a dipperful 
of water before they would bring up 
clear, cold well water. The human heart 
is something like that: it often needs 
to be primed with memories of God's 
past mercies and a realization of His 
present blessings before it will be filled 
to overflowing with praise and thanks- 
giving. Here is another morsel from the 
old book, “Thoughts for Weary Hours,” 
anonymously written: “When the hour 


of anxiety and trial comes, lay the de- 


sire of your heart before the Lord, and 
wait to see what He will do for you! Do 
not pine and grieve over an uncertain 
portion, when the best is secured to you 
—I mean God’s grace! Be like a little 
child that lies on the grass and looks 
up at the sky. That is enough for it; 
and when it is hungry and cries, its 
mother comes and nourishes it from her 
breast, And so does our gracious God 
to us. His ways, to be sure, are wonder- 
ful, so that we cannot ynderstand them, 
and often think a heavy misfortune has 
befallen us; yet when we close our eyes 
and follow softly in the way He leads, 
we find that in the end it turns out all 
for our good! I have often tormented 
myself with anxious cares during my 
whole life, and it never helped me for- 
ward; on the contrary, the very things 
I was most afraid of, have generally 
proved my best helpers when they oc- 
curred. All God’s dealings with us are 
messengers appointed to tell us His will, 
if we could but understand it. We are 
told in the Bible. that when the angel 
came to the Shepherds, bringing them 
the best news earth ever heard, ‘they 
were sore afraid.’ And is it not often 
the same with us? But if we listen 
rightly, the Lord’s messengers ever re- 
ply in the same words: ‘Fear not.’ And 
so do you be still, and let God send you 


what He will. When a dark thunder- 
cloud draws on, it looks black and ter- 
rible; but when it has passed by, the 
brightest rainbow is painted on.it! And 
in like manner, every affliction looks 
quite different before and behind. We 
must remember that all things come to 
us back foremost, so that we can never 
see them right in the face, so as to un- 
derstand what they are really like, until 
they are gone by. Ah! never forget 
that Heaven reaches down close, quite 
close to earth, so that whoever raises 
his head in a right manner, is sure to find 
himself in Heaven with our gracious 
God and all His holy angels, even though 
our blind eyes cannot perceive * them. 
And never forget also to thank God for 
every thing.” However hard it may 
seem to human nature to thank God 
under certain circumstances, yet it is 
quite Scriptural, for Paul said, “In every 
thing give thanks: for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” 
(1 Thess, 5:18). A particular trial may 
look very dark and unrelieved,.yet if it 
throws you back upon God again in ut- 
ter helplessness and forces you to search 
His Word for comfort and strength, that 
in itself is something to be thankful for. 
Whatever God commands, He is ready 
to enable us to do by His indwelling 
Spirit. 


The Secret of Blessing 


By the late J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


“Be still, and know that I am God” 

(Psa. 46:10). 

To whole of Psalm 46 is a paean 
of gladness and rejoicing over a 
wonderful deliverance; for God in 

His sovereign power and might had 

once again delivered His people. At 

such a time there is always a danger of 








Comfort For Dark Days 





“The Lord your God which 
goeth before you, he shall fight 
for you, according to all that he 
did fer you in Egypt before your 
eyes” (Deut, 1:30). 














forgetting the Deliverer in the deliver- 
ance; the Giver in the giving; the Con- 
queror in the conquest. So God, as it 
were, breaks in upon the rejoicing of 
His servant, and says: “Be still, and 
know that I am God. Reinforce your 
faith by your memories. Remember 
that these things which fill your heart 
with gladness and gratitude only make 
visible the tracks of Providence which 
are always round about your life.. The 
great crises of need only serve to ex- 
press the love of God which stands 
round about you all the days. From 
what I have done, learn what I am.” 
“Be still, and know that I am God.” 
Notice, it does not say, “Be still and 
know that there is a God.” We may 
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know that without being “still.” There 
is a world of difference between the ad- 
mission of a fact, and the consciousness 
of a Presence. That God is, all men ac- 
knowledge. But that God is with me, 
and in me; that He is a real factor and 
force in all the affairs of my daily life 
—such a consciousness of His presence 
demands a stillness of heart, in which 
alone the dew of His blessing may fall 
in subduing and strengthening power 
upon our lives. That stillness and con- 
fidence of spirit which brings God near 
to us is one of our greatest needs today. 
The hush, the awe, the fear of God seem 
to have gone out of our lives; and that 
is why the real fiber of life is being 
weakened. God’s Day is being neg- 
lected, and His Word is by many being 
laid on one side. There is no greater 
need today than that God should be 
brought near to men, or rather, that the 
consciousness of His presence should be 
made more vivid to them—for He is al- 
ways near to men, nearer than hands, 
or breathing, our ever-present Imman- 
uel, “God with us.” In these days of 
over-weighted anxieties, and threatened 
insecurities, and irritated nerves, and 
overtaxed emotions, nothing is so 
needed as that calm consciousness that 
God is with His people. Indeed, it is 
this that marks the greatness of our 
lives, that.they need God for their com- 
pletion; that they have the capacity for 
receiving God, and that they demand 
the healing solitude in which God may 
be found of men. , 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” 
This is part of the Gospel to a busy age. 
One is struck at once with the contrast 
betwixt it and the gospel of the world 
—if so holy a word as “gospel” can 
rightly be used to describe the world’s 
philosophy. This is what the world 
says: “Be industrious and know. mate- 
rial success.” “Be diligent, and know 
earth’s secrets and wisdom.” “Be active, 
and know the joy of living.” “Be ener- 
getic, and know the delight of mastery.” 
God says, “Be still, and know that I am 
God.” If there is one thing more than 
another which men, whose hearts are 
not pure, fear, it is the necessity for 
quiet thought. Men and women engage in 
all kinds of activities in order to nar- 
cotize their consciences and their memo- 
ries. They stimulate their jaded senses 
to fresh endeavors, lest they should be 
forced to consider their ways before 
God. A well-known preacher once told 
of some of the experiences of the women 
workers connected with his church who 
sought to minister to the fallen women 
on the streets, and’ to lead them to 
Christ. The minister told of one girl to 
whom he himself had spoken. He said 
to her, “My child, do you ever think?” 
“Do you imagine that a girl such: as I 
am can afford to think?” was her reply. 
Men and women who sin do not think; 
it is the last thing in the world that they 
want to do. For in the solitude where 
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God meets with men, the secrets of 
every heart are open, and men are 
afraid—not of God—but of their own 
sinful record. “Be still, and know that 
I am God.” Shut out.the distractions of 
the world. Shut out the sounds of the 
music which would lure you on to your 
own destruction. Get into the realm of 
eternal things, where your sins rise up 
to convict and condemn you, And just 
as on the Resurrection morning, when 
Mary met her Lord amid the flowers of 
the Garden, so amid the tangle and 
undergrowth of your own evil heart, 
you will hear His voice saying to you, 
“Be still, and know that I am God.” 

Our needs are constant, recurring, and 
ever-increasing, and, hence, we need 
continually to hearken to this word of 
warning invitation. For knowledge of 
God is power, power to be, power to do, 
power to become holy in thought, and 
intent, and impulse; power to do effec- 
tive, fruitful service for. God in the 
world. Oh, how simple are God’s pre- 
scriptions! When we are brought face 
to face with some of the things that are 
enacted in the name of faith today with 
the intent of leading men to know God, 
one is appalled at the possibility of so 
easy a departure from the knowledge 
that there is in Christ. There is, for 
instance, that entirely mistaken method 
by which men in all ages have sought a 
knowledge of God by subjecting their 
bodies to physical discipline. As though 
God is to be known by the laceration of 
the flesh, or by anything so unnatural 
Cease from thy fleshly activities; cease 
from all that is not simple, and true, 
and pure, “Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God”—and know Him, 
God’s voice comes to men, not in the 
earthquake, not in the fire, not in the 
wind and tempest, but in the silence, 
when men have discovered their own 
unworthiness and need, and have looked 
into the face of their Father, and have 
said, “Thou hast promised that Thou 
wilt give Thy power and Thy fullness 
and Thy very self.” 

Notice that this word does not Say, 
“Be idle, and know that I am God.” It 
does not say that we must cease from 
our spiritual activities, and from the or- 
dinary duties of our everyday lives. 
God does not ask us to get away from 
the responsibilities that press every day 
upon us. But He does ask us to cease 
from selfishness, and sinfulness, and 
worldliness. Think of Christ’s stillness 
in the midst of a busy life. Think of 
His withdrawal, even from the fellow- 
ship of His own disciples, in order that 
He might be still in the silence of the 
night. We see Him as He goes forth to 
His death, and we hear Him say to those 
who railed upon Him, “I know Him 
whose messenger I am.” 

“Be still, and know that I am God. 
Why do we need such a message as this? 
First, we need to be still in order that 
we may recollect things that we are so 
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fatally prone to forget—think of love, of 
faith, of God’s power. “Be still, and re- 
member that man does not live by 
bread alone.” “Be still,and remember 
all that thou hast known of God’s grace 
and power.” We need to be still, because 
the spiritual] tissues need to be kept in 
constant repair. We need to be still if our 
minds are to be set upon God; and if 
our hearts are to be warm with love to 
Him. “Be still, and let God reinvig- 
orate and restore you.” We need to be 
still in order that we may realize God’s 
nearness, so that we may walk with 
soft, even tread in the world; so that 
we fear God, not with the craven fear 
of a slave,,but with the loving fear of a 
son. We need stillness of heart in order 
that we may reflect His glory in our 
lives. Therefore, however busy we may 
be, let us take time for actual stillness 
of heart every day. It is posgyble to 
set aside a period of five minutes spent 


(Continued on page 716) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Why Does the Times Withhold 


Donors’ Names? 


Will you please send $6.50 of the 
enclosed cashier’s check to Dr. Wal- 
ter M. Montano, Christ’s Mission. 
Also please send $6.50 to The Ameri- 
can Mission to Greeks, Inc. 

I do want to help the priests who 
are leaving the Roman Catholic 
Church, and the suffering Christians 
in Greece. 

I appreciate your sending this 
money, for I do not want them to 
have my name and address, for much 
postage, paper, and time are wasted 
when missions and so forth send for 
help when I do not have any to send. 

I am so glad for the fearless way 
you expose Catholic cruelties and 
may our Heavenly Father continue 
to bless, keep, and use you to His 
glory—A Pennsylvania reader. 

THE SunDAY ScHoo. Times is glad to 
pass on gifts of this kind. The Com- 
pany is occasionally asked for the 
names and addresses of donors, and of 
those who send gift subscriptions to 
others. The refusal to give out names | 
and addresses has sometimes been mis- 
understood. But for the reasons given 
above, and others, the Times has made 
it a general rule not to reveal the 
names of donors without their permis- 
sion. Some prefer to remain anony- 
mous. 

THE SunpAy ScHoot Times Benevo- 
lence Fund is simply a forwarding 
agency and, as such, does not entitle 
donors to deduct their gifts from their 
income tax returns. However, when 
gifts are designated for individuals, the 
TIMES endeavors to send them through 
a nonprofit corporation, which does en- 
title donors to deductions, 
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IV. Is the Law a Rule of Life for Christians? 


How are they to decide between 


right and wrong? 


HE question then rises as to 
whether God’s Law is a revelation 
of what that will of God for a 
Christian is. Face the question then, 
“Is the Law a rule of life for Christians?” 
Of course, this does not mean “Is the 
Law of Moses a rule of life for Chris- 
tians?” The answer to that is quite ob- 
vious. Christians would be sinning if 
they sought to put themselves back un- 
der the Law of Moses, and as some of 
the early Christians did, insist on cir- 
cumcision, and keeping the precepts of 
the ceremonial law. But is the moral 
law a rule for Christians? Are the Ten 
Commandments in their eternal aspects 
binding upon Christians? Are all the 
commandments in the Old Testament 
and New that are manifestly permanent 
commandments, not affected by chang- 
ing dispensations, a standard for be- 
lievers? 

Those who deny that the Law is a rule 
of life for Christians declare that. the 
risen Christ is a rule of life for Chris- 
tians. But what is the practical appli- 
cation of this to our daily living? We 
Christians are commanded to walk even 
as Jesus walked. That is, the earthly 
life of our Lord was an example for us. 
Manifestly this does not mean that we 
are to be circumcised as He was, and 
to take part in offering blood sacrifices, 
or to keep the Passover. Nevertheless, 
we are definitely commanded to walk, 
that is to live our daily lives, as the 
Lord Jesus lived His daily life. How 
did He do it? What is the standard? 
The answer, of course, is one that our 
Lord Himself gives: “I delight to do thy 
will . . . yea, thy law is within my 
heart.” The Lord Jesus perfectly kept 
the mordl law of God. I must,go to 
Goad’s written revelation to find out 
what His will is. 


What Determines What Is Right? 
What is to determine what is the right 
thing to do as over against the wrong 
thing to do? The answer is simple and 
definite. What God commands is the 
right thing. That is why it is right. 
Even orthodox theologians have missed 
the mark when they declare, as one 
famous theologian wrote, “Duties are not 
obligatory and right solely because God 
has commanded them; but He has com- 
manded them because they are right.” 
Who then makes them right? From 
whom does God get His instructions? 
“For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 


or who hath first given to him, and it 


shall be recompensed unto him again? 
For of him, and through him, and unto 


By the late ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


This is the second part of the fourth 
chapter in Dr. McQuilkin’s study on 
Law and grace, and the fourth install- 
ment of these articles in the Times. 
At ‘the end of last week’s article he 
asked the question, “What is the 
holy life?” He showed that our 
standard is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Plans are being made for the publi- 
cation of these studies in book form 
and when they are final announce- 
ment will be made in these columns. 
Article five will follow next week. 








him, are all things. To him be the glory 
for ever. Amen” (Rom. 11:34-36). Cer- 
tainly it is true that the very fact that 
God has commanded these things shows 
that they are right. But there is no 
“rightness” apart from God or beyond 
Him. 

That being so, does a Christian need 
God to tell Him what is right? Is it 
true, as some have taught, that because 
a Christian is born of the Spirit he him- 
self knows what is right? Is it true 
that the Christian is far above the Ten 
Commandments and does not need 
them? 

On one occasion a leading exponent to 
this new doctrine about the relation of 
Law and grace was speaking to the stu- 
dents of Columbia Bible College and 
declared in his earnest and dogmatic 
way: “The Law is not a rule of life for 
Christians. That is a heresy.” Later in 
a@ personal conversation I asked this 
brother whether he thought that a 
Christian would naturally do the things 
that are right without needing to be 
told what is right. He cried out, “That 
is Buchmanism!” Knowing what he 
thought of Buchmanism, I realized that 
this was his strong repudiation of such 
an idea. “Certainly Christians need to 
be told what is right. But I do not call 
that Law. I call that instruction for 
Christians.” 

I gave my hand to the brother and 
said that on this point at least we were 
essentially agreed. “However,” I could 
not help adding, “I think we had better 
call it Law, because that is what the 
Scriptures do.” 

However, this is not a mere matter of 
words, It is really a question as to 
whether God gives advice to Christians 
or whether God commands Christians. 
What is “instruction” from the living 
God? Do we mean that God is advis- 
ing us that it might be well to love the 
brethren, serve the Lord, rejoice in 
hope, be patient in tribulation, bless 
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those that persecute us, to render to no 
man evil for evil, to avenge not our- 
selves? These are some of the instruc- 
tions in the twelfth chapter of Romans. 
Are these instructions for Christians 
separated from such commands as 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me,” “Honour thy father and thy 
mother,” “Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery,” “Thou shalt not covet”? Are they 
included in the summing up of the 
Law and the Prophets, to love God 
supremely and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves? 

Someone will answer that the one 
command for Christians is to love. This 
is, we do not need the Law as a rule of 
life, but we need love. Here there is 
a setting of one thing over against an- 
other which brings confusion. “Love is 
the fulfilling of the law,” but that does 
not mean that love tells us what is in 
the Law. Our love for Christ con- 
strains us to want to do His will. Love 
is the great motive. But to learn what 
that will of God is, the living God must 
reveal definitely to us what it is. This 
He can do only by way of command- 
ment. Of course we love His Law. We 
delight in His commandments. That is 
our whole life, to live out His will. But 
to find that will, we must have a defin- 
ite revelation, and that is what we have. 


Parents’ Natural Love 

But what of the illustration of the 
parents who love their children and 
know nothing about the laws against 
cruelty to children? Why do we have 
those laws against cruelty to children? 
Where did parents get the idea of how 
to show their love to their children? 
Hindu women have loved their children 
and put them into the Ganges. Hebrew 
women have loved their children and, 
following the idolaters, have given them 
to be burned. The fact is we are in- 
heritors of six or eight or ten thousand 
years of the Law of God. When cit- 
izens of the United States act in a cer- 
tain way with regard to standards of 
justice and freedom, they do not do this 
because it is inborn in them. They do 
it because they are the heirs of the great 
teachings of democracy. which are 
rooted in the truth of Christ, and far- 
ther back in the laws that God revealed 
to Moses. It is only superficially that 
we say that parents would naturally do 
everything for their children that they 
ought to. do without any instruction 
from God, ‘ 

The study of the relationship of the 
Jews to the Law will make some of 


(Continued on page 705) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





eign Bible Society, as does no 

other annual publication, presents 
vital statistics on the translation of the 
Scriptures in eloquent literary style, 
with factua] data. The report covering 
the work of 1956 has just been issued, 
entitled “Redeeming the Time,” an illus- 
trated book of 122 pages. (It may be 
secured from the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, 146 Queen Victoria St., 
London E.C, 4, Eng., for one shilling.) 

One chapter of the book, “Time’s 
Wheel Runs Back,” opens with an. ac- 
count of the present circulation of the 
Scriptures in one of the prominent lands 
of the New Testament, Greece. I can 
do no better than to place the page 
before my readers: 

“It is one of the ironies of Biblical 
history that the Bible has been, to a 
great degree, lost by those lands to 
which it was first given, and for long 
forgotten in the tongues in which it 
was first set down, It has been from 
outside the Bible Lands, and only in 
the past century, that the inspiration 
has come to restore the Bible to the 
peoples whose ancestors knew its mes- 
sage many centuries before it reached 
the lands where today it is most highly 
esteemed. Yet if today there is no 
Jerome translating in his cell at Beth- 
lehem, and no great school of Biblical 
scholarship at Alexandria, nevertheless 
the darkest epoch has surely passed, 
‘Time’s wheel runs back,’ and ‘that 
Bible Lands are once more entering 
into their rich heritage the following 
account will show. 

“But for great political foresight and 
courage Greece might today have had 
to be listed amongst the countries upon 
which ‘the silent hour’ has fallen. Bur- 
dened with a desperate problem of pov- 
erty and unemployment, involved in 
misunderstanding with some of her 
oldest friends and allies, Greece never- 
theless shows amazing vitality in face of 
one of Europe’s most meagre standards of 
living. At the end of 1955, according 
to official records almost three million 
people (about two-fifths of the total 
population) were registered as indi- 
gent. They live on earnings less than 
the equivalent of 3 pounds sterling a 
month, and in the barren mountainous 
districts over 80 per cent of the popu- 
lation subsist at this level! These are 
staggering figures, which suggest the 
. forlorn nature of the colporteur’s task, 
when he is working in poor villages, 
of persuading these people hardened by 
want, to purchase the Scriptures. 

“Nevertheless, sales by colportage are 
higher by some 13,000 copies than those 


Tee report of the British and For- 





of the previous year. . , . The sale of 
complete Bibles . . . exceeded even last 
year’s figure to create a new record of 
7,419 copies.” 

The number of languages in which 
the Society has published some portion 
of Scripture has now reached 844. The 
Scripture circulation figures for this 
one organization in 1956 were as fol- 
lows: 1,556,134 complete Bibles; 1,206,272 
New Testanients, 7,194,666 Portions (not 
less than a complete Book of the Bible) 
—a total of 9,957,072 copies. 

I do not know anything, apart from 
revival, about which more concentrated 
prayer should be offered than the mat- 
ter of nations which have closed their 
doors to the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures. In Bulgaria, Arabia, and Albania, 
no Scriptures have been officially cir- 
culated since 1944; none in Rumania 
since 1946; and none in Afghanistan, 
Turkestan, and other parts of Central 
Asia, for some years. Even in Spain 
circulation has fallen off appreciably 
during the last year. The total popu- 
lation of these six nations which do not 
permit circulation of the Scriptures is 
35,000,000. Nothing I have read for 
some time has put such a burden on my 
own heart for prayer as the fact that 
for years these 35,000,000 souls have not 
been able to obtain a copy of the Word 
of God, are not hearing anything from 
the Word of God, and therefore know 
nothing of the redeeming work of Christ, 
except by some unexpected or secret 
communication. In addition to all of 
these, we must remember the hundreds 
of millions in the area stretching from 
East Berlin to the Pacific Ocean who 
have never heard anything of the Word 
of God, except as it is vilified or Christ 
is denounced. This is what led the 
theologian Brunner to say that now for 
the first time we behold world-wide 
atheism. 


The Bible Translator for July of this 
year carries a very interesting item en- 
titled “Jesus’ Words Still Cause Riots”: 

“‘But must we love the Turks?’ an 
Armenian demanded. ‘Does that mean 
we should love the Jews?’ an Arab 
exclaimed. And within a short time 
there was an-angry mob trying to storm 
the gates of the mission school in 
Aleppo, Syria, in order to destroy it, 

“All this occurred last year because 
a German pastor had explained to, the 
student body that Jesus taught men to 
love their enemies. Words we take for 
granted as a noble ideal, but which in 
the tinderbox.climate of the Near East 
were used by scheming men to arouse 
the anger of the mob—even as the an- 
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cient enemies of our Lord twisted His 
words so as to denounce Him as a dan- 
gerous revolutionary.” 


Billy Sunday’s Influence—A_ syndi- 
cated article released by United Press 
quotes the following inaccurate remark 
of Dr. Harold E. Fey, editor of the 
radically Liberal and often misleading 
publication, ‘the Christian Century: 
“The effects of the Billy Sunday meet- 
ings have long ago disappeared. It 
seems likely the Billy Graham revival 
may have a similar transiency.” 

To this statement the Rev. Herbert 
E. Eberhardt, superintendent of the 
Central Union Mission of Washington, 
D. C., has made a factual] and very tell- 
ing reply, several paragraphs of which 
deserve space here: 

“If the editor is as sadly mistaken 
about the Billy Graham meetings as he 
is about the Billy Sunday revival, then 
he has indeed, unwittingly, paid a great 
tribute t8 mass evangelism. One won- 
ders what authority Dr. Fey has for 
his broad statement, what figures he 
uses as a basis for his verdict ‘have 
long ago disappeared.’ Is it possible 
that he, the editor of a prominent 
Christian periodical, is not aware of the 
fact that there are still hundreds of 
converts of the Billy Sunday meetings 
alive and active in many phases of 
Christian work, though Billy Sunday 
himself has been gone for more than 
twenty years? Or is this another of 
those blind and prejudiced statements 
based upon nothing but wishful think- 
ing? 

“‘Ma’ Sunday, who passed away 
within the year, had a list of four hun- 
dred ministers who were converted in 
those campaigns. All over this coun- 
try there are clubs and organizations 
still active which grew out of the Sun- 
day meetings, including one here in 
Washington.. Indeed, the ever-expand- 
ing and influential Christian Business 
Men’s Committee International is 
largely an outgrowth of the Billy Sun- 
day campaigns, 

“Even in my own limited acquaint- 
ance, I prize a number of friends who 
found Christ in those same meetings. 
There is the Rev. Dr. Albert E. Shirkey, 
pastor of the Mt. Vernon Place Meth- 
odist Church of Washington, D. C., re- 
cently president of the Washington 
Federation of Churches. I shall never 
forget the thrill that came when Dr. 
Shirkey, in the presence of Homer 
Rodeheaver, told his Sunday night 


audience how he had found Christ as 
a boy in the Billy Sunday campaign in 
Baltimore in a children’s meeting con- 
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ducted by Homer Rodeheaver. There 
is the Rev. Dr. William Ward Ayer, 
former pastor of Calvary Baptist Church 
of New York, now an evangelist-at- 
large, doing a splendid work. Gene 
Palmer, the converted gambler, is now 
doing an outstanding piece of work for 
the Pocket Testament League among 
the servicemen and women in our va- 
rious military posts, using his magic 
to reach these fine young people for 
Christ. Then there is Dick Begbie, 
once superintendent of a rescue mis- 
sion at Buffalo, N. Y., one of sev- 
eral among our rescue mission group 
who were led to Christ by Billy 
Sunday, himself a convert of the 
Pacific Garden Mission of Chicago. Al 
Saunders of Boston, who as a drunk- 
ard found the Lord in a Billy Sunday 
tabernacle, was active in Christian 
work up until] his recent death.” 


A Choice Christian Businessman.— 
On July 28, Mr. H. Earl Eavey, one of 
the choicest evangelical Christian lay- 
men of the last half century, passed 
away at his home in Xenia, Ohio. For 
sixty-eight years he was active in the 
nationally known wholesale grocery 
firm, the Eavey Company, founded by 
his father, and was president of this 
organization from 1919 to 1954. Mr. 
Eavey was also president of the Xenia 
National Bank for twenty-three years, 
and served on the board of directors of 
the Independent Grocers Alliance. 

His many Christian activities included 
a position on the board of directors of 
the Christian Business Men’s Committee 
International, for which group he spent 
a great deal of time traveling through 
various parts of the country; he was 
founder and president of the Gospel 
Foundation, Inc., dedicated to the 
spread of the Gospel primarily through 
the medium of tracts; I personally know 
of his faithfulness as a member of the 
board of trustees of the Moody Bible 
Institute; he was among those instru- 
mental in founding the Winona Lake 
Bible Conference, and was an elder of 
the First Reformed Church of Xenia, 

Though newspaper accounts of Mr. 


Eavey’s death did not mention this, I 


believe I am correct in saying that the 
remarkable Biblical ministry of the 
late Mr. William R. Newell at the early 
part of our century exercised consider- 
able influence on Mr. Eavey’s views of 
divine truth. Few remain of that group 
of Christian laymen that played such a 
prominent part in the spread of evan- 
gelicalism a half century ago, 


A United Nations Police Force.—The 
London News Chronicle in a recent 
issue makes the statement that at least 
100 members of Parliament and 30 
members of the House of Lords are 
behind a plan for a permanent United 
Nations police force to patrol the trou- 
bled spots of this earth. These men 
would need to be above the average 
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in education and should be paid far 
above the average generally found 
among the armed forces of Western 
nations. ' 


The Jerusalem School of the Hebrew 
Union College—Jewish Institute of Re- 
ligion is now under construction in the 
City of Jerusalem. It is an institution 
that will probably have a tremendous 
influence over Biblical’ studies in the 
years to come, and it will represent a 
graduate department of the Hebrew 
Union College of Cincinnati, and while 
intended primarily for the students, 
alumni, and faculty of this famous col- 
lege, it will be open to all qualified ap- 
plicants. It will be devoted to the study 
of the history, religions, languages, and 
archaeology of the land of Israel and 
of the Near East. The schoo] is being 
erected on a magnificent two-acre plot 
of ground adjacent to the King David 
Hotel, commanding a glorious view of 
the old City of Jerusalem. The presi- 
dent of this institution is also the presi- 
dent of Hebrew Union College, Dr. 
Nelson Glueck, the great authority on 
Trans-Jordania, and one of the out- 
standing archaeologists of our genera- 
tion. 

The ‘Hebrew Union College is an in- 
stitution of reformed Judaism. When 
the building application was pending, 
it was fiercely attacked by the ortho- 
dox Jewish authbrities of Israel] who 
even said that reform in Judaism was 
a greater danger even than Christianity. 
This led to six weeks’ public contro- 
versy in the press and in the City 
Council of Jerusalem, but the mayor of 
Jerusalem, himself orthodox, insisted 
that Israel stood for religious freedom 
and permission was granted for the 
erection of this institution. 


Crime in 1956.—The latest report of 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the 
F.B.L, covering the year 1956 gives the 
tragic information that more major 
crimes were committed in that year in 
our country than at any other time in 
our histor¥—2.5 million! Following is 
a breakdown of the number of major 
offenses: 


Murder and manslaughter .... 12,620 
a ek en ee ad agkd 56,770 
Rape, aggravated assault ..... 116,730 
SE 5c decd ne dede oa 263,720 
io 2h wn iad ts Kb5 xe 525,720 
IE os aca a'vctenn seen’ 1,587,590 


Reducing Christ to the Level of a 
Prophet.—The July 11 issue of the Re- 
porter carries an extended account of 
a recent visit to Israel by the gifted 
editor, Max Ascoli. One of the more 
interesting paragraphs will, I trust, lead 
many who read these columns into re- 
newed intercession for the bewildered 
multitudes of the State of Israel today: 

“There were occasions when in talk- 
ing to Israeli philosophers, as well as 
scroll experts, I somehow sensed an 
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eagerness to accentuate the Jewishness 
of Christ, to reduce Him to the level 
of one of the many Jewish prophets, 
and in that way to get close to Him. 
It was as if they were trying to recap- 
ture Christ and to find in Christ a new 
link, both with their past and with the 
outside world.” 


The “Founder of Modern Physics” 
Speaks of the Atom.—In the June issue 
of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 
one of the most important scientific 
journals published in the Western 
world today, is a long article by Dr. 
Max Born on, “Man and the Atom.” 

Professor Born is referred to in a 
footnote as “the Founder of Modern 
Physics,” which is fame enough. An 
exile from Germany during the war, 
he taught at Edinburgh University, 
and now, retired, he lives at Géttingen. 
Some of the greatest physicists of our 
generation were taught by Professor 
Born. 

His article opens with a tragic con- 
fession: “To begin with a special case, 
let me say a few words about ‘Myself 
and the Atom.’ We, the atom and I, 
have been on friendly terms, until re- 
cently. I saw in it the key to the 
deepest secrets of Nature, and it re- 
vealed to me the greatness of creation 
and the Creator. It supplied me with 
satisfactory work, in research and 
teaching, and thus provided me with a 
livelihood. But now it has become the 
source of deep sorrow and apprehen- 
sion, to myself as well as to everyhody 
else. 

“Since the destruction of Nagasaki 
and Hiroshima the atom has become a 
specter threatening us with annihila- 
tion. We ourselves have exorcised the 
phantom, it has served us faithfully 
for a while, but now it is insubordinate. 
How has this come about? Should we 
not have anticipated that the creature 
bred by us could one day outgrow us 
and become dangerous?” 

Later on in the article Dr. Born says: 
“It is satisfying to have had such clever 
and efficient pupils, but I wish they 
had shown less cleverness and more 
wisdom. I feel that I am to blame if 
all they learned from me were methods 
of research, and nothing else. Now 
their cleverness has precipitated the 
world into a desperate situation.” 

Toward the conclusion of the article 
he pays a tribute to Christ, though he 
is not a Believer himself. He says the 
feeling of social responsibility among 
physicists is increasing, and then he 
goes on to discuss what he calls “The 
Complimentary Relationship Between 
Cultures,” and makes this statement: 

“Amongst Christians, there should be 
no need for such abstract formulations. 
It should be sufficient to take the teach- 
ing of Christ seriously and to measure 
good and bad not with a national, but 
with a human gauge. Never in his- 
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tory was this demand so pressing, never 
the punishment for refusing it so ob- 
vious.” ' 

Is it not significant that these famous 
scientists, who possess a knowledge of 
the universe which few today can 
claim, and a knowledge beyond any- 
thing ever dreamed of up to this gen- 
eration, should, after mingling with 
some of the most creative geniuses of 
our generation, still be holding up 
Jesus Christ and His teachings as the 
only hope for mankind? What I wish 
they would all do is to keep on that 
road of Christ’s holy character, and 
divine teachings, until they are con- 
fronted with Calvary and there kneel 
down and accept the atoning work of 
Christ for them. 


Crime in the U.S.A.—Through the 
years I have been accustomed to read- 
ing the newspapers of our large cities 
—generally two a day. One becomes 
almost inured to the preponderance of 
news regarding crimes in many of our 
dailies. Generally the New York Times 
and the New York Tribune. relegate 
these articles to the inner pages, and 
do not feature them day after day with 
full minutia. This being so, I must 
say that in reading four daily papers 
while East on a trip recently, I was 
astonished to note how many articles 
involving crime—crime, as we would 
say, in- high circles—appeared on the 
front pages of these papers. 

On the first pages of the New York 
Tribune for this given day was an ac- 
count of the misappropriation of. at 
least two million dollars by John R., 
Cooney, former president of the Loy- 
alty Group Insurance Company of 
Newark. An adjoining column carried 
the report of an investigation of the 
State Department of Banking and In- 
surance for failure to make public the 
alleged misappropriations which had 
been brought to its attention as early 
as 1954. 

Another New York daily had an ex- 
tended front-page account of the theft 
of the Melchior gems, called “a re- 
hearsed plot.” 

A morning paper in Philadelphia 
that same day had a front-page story 
entitled, “Scalise Killing Tied to Drug 
Cargo Bungling,” a report on the mur- 
der of Frank Scalise, occurring on Mon- 
day of that week, which may have 
been the result of his “bungling” a 
three million dollar shipment*of heroin 
consigned to him from France. 

All newspapers that day featured the 
scandal behind the release on parole 
of the notorious criminal Lanza (later 
rearrested), due to pressure in the 


‘higher administrative offices of the New 
York courts. 

All of this in the news of one morn- 
ing for one area of our nation, and all 
of it “big” crime, not petty larceny, 
and the like. We boast of our churches 
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being filled, but our crime record is the 


worst of any civilized nation in the 
world! 
Juvenile Delinquency in _ Israel.— 


Even Israel, along with our own nation 
and many countries on the European 
continent, is experiencing an alarming 
rise in juvenile delinquency. A ,com- 
munication from Jerusalem appearing 
in a recent issue of the New York 
Times reports a rash of automobile 
thefts by teen-age youths in Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem. At least one hundred 
young men have been apprehended for 
falsifying their draft papers, and in one 
residential quarter of Jerusalem, a 
small band has been systematically 
stripping fruit trees and “assaulting 
any owners bold enough to challenge 
them.” Many of these young men come 
from some of the finest homes in Israel, 
so these criminal tendencies cannot be 
attributed to ghetto conditions and en- 
vironments; in.fact, among the immi- 
grants involved in these crimes, it 
would seem that such malicious activ- 
ity was not engaged in until two or 
three years after their arrival in Israel. 


Over 2,000,000,000 Lost.—From a re- 
cent circular letter by a missionary so- 
ciety the following sobering paragraph 
is taken: 

“The world population now is about 
2,406,000,000. By 1980 it will probably be 
3,523,000,000. This is the forecast of the 
Department of Social Affairs of the 
United Nations. Not more than 225,000,000 
of this number could ever possibly be 
called Christians. Not anywhere near 
that number could be said to be born 
again. This means that well over 
2,000,000,000 men and women of our 
generation are lost! Sadder yet is the 
fact that at least 1,300,000,000 have never 
yet heard the’ Gospel. They are totally 
unreached by the Message. Every day 
there are 233,000 babies born into the 
world. There are approximately 110,- 
000 deaths daily. This means an in- 
crease in human population of 123,000 
each day.” : 


A New Israeli Seaport on the Ruins 
of Ashdod.—An item in the Real Estate 
News for August 9, “Chicagoans to 
Build Israeli City,” relays information 
that four officers of the American Com- 
munity Builders, Inc! developers of 
Park Forest, are co-operating with an 
Israeli mayor in sponsoring a program 
to build a seaport city in Israel large 
enough to accommodate 150,000 people, 
at the fabulous cost of five hundred 
million dollars. The most interesting 
factor in all of this is that they plan 
to locate the city on the ruins of the 
Biblical Ashdod, on the Mediterranean 
coast south of Tel Aviv, a Philistine 
city in Old Testament times, the birth- 
place of Goliath. The State of Israel 
has given the sponsor a concession for 
ten thousand acres of sand dunes. The 
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first major undertaking in the project 
will be a twenty-million-dollar rayon 
manufacturing plant. 


Conservative Literature About Here. 


* sies—A remarkable list of conservative 


literature dealing with the Gospel- 
denying heresies of this age has just 
been issued by the Religion Analysis 
Service, Inc., 902 Hennipin, Minneapolis 
3, Minn., and I would urge every sub- 
scriber to THE SUNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs to 
secure this. There is no charge. I 
would estimate that there are at least 
three hundred titles of books and pam- 
phlets listed here, with the price for 
each, on nearly all of the heresies now 
being taught in this country. 

I am sorry to note, however, that the 
most important, scholarly exposure of 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses, that by Dr. 
Bruce M. Metzger of Princeton, is not 
included. This booklet on the person 
of Christ in the teachings of this group 
may be secured from the Princeton 
Seminary Bookstore for 25 cents. 

One serious error in thiS list I hope 
will be corrected in the next edition. 
The heading for some twenty pamphlet 
titles now reads, “Tongues, Healing, 
Spirit Manifestations, Sanctification.” I 
am sure that the persons responsible 
for this helpful list did not mean to 
call sanctification a heresy. 


No Way Out.—There is one word 
among all the remarkable phrases used 
by our Lord in the Olivet Discourse— 
the one word that seems to characterize 
most comprehensively world conditions 
at the present time. It is the word 
“perplexity” (Luke 1:25), which is a 
translation of a Greek word meaning 
“no way out.” This was brought back 
to my mind again in reading one of 
the most remarkable treatises on world 
affairs that has been given for some 
time in our country. It is by the dis- 
tinguished authority and publicist, Mr. 
Walter Lippmann, in an address deliv- 
ered at the University of Minnesota. I 
quote one paragraph of this address 
without any comment. 

“T can tell you in a word where we 
are now. We are in the midst of the 
business of finding out where we actu- 
ally are, of trying to understand a 
world situation which is very new and 
is in large part hidden by censorship 
or obscured by propaganda. No one, I 
think, not even at the top of affairs 
and therefore on the inside of all the 
available information, can as yet see 
clearly, can as yet see as a_ whole, 
where we really are and where we 
ought to go.” 

I was speaking about this the other 
day to a friend of mine who works in 
the Government on the making of for- 
eign policy. “We are rewriting the 
book,” he said, “but we are still some- 
where about chapter 3, and we don’t 
know yet what is going to happen to 
the hero, to the girl, or to his rival.” 
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Lesson for September 29 
Is the Law a Rule of Life? 


(Continued from page 703) 


these points still clearer. But for the 
Christian believer the truth is very sim- 
ple. He is called to a holy life. He is 
called to walk after the Spirit. Where 
is he to find that standard, the ex- 
pression of the will of God for him? In 
the Law of God for him. There is only 
one of two things that a Christian can 
do. He can obey it, or he can disobey 
it. The question of how he gets power 
to obey it is another question alto- 
gether. We do have a message of the 
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grace of God that provides a way by 
which a Christian has supernatural pro- 


vision for doing God's will. But it is 
clearly revealed that no Christian per- 
fectly keeps God’s commandments. That 
failure does not bring him under con- 
demnation, because Christ is his right- 
eousness. He is not depending on the, 
measure of his perfection in keeping the 
commandments of God for his righteous 
standing before God, The blood of 
Christ cleanseth from all sin. When a 
Christian sins, he sins in the only pos- 
sible way that any human being sins. 
He disobeys the Law of God. 


(To be continued) 


When the Gospel Came to Hawaii 


After a Hawaiian lad wept and prayed for his people 


By PAUL E. TOMS 


In THe SunDAY ScHOOL TIMEs of June 22, in an article telling about 
the Christian Fellowship Cruise to Hawaii this coming October, 
mention was made of visiting the historic Haili Church at Hilo and 
the first missionary work in the Islands, The pastor of this church 
has written this account of how the movement began that came to 
be known as “The Great Awakening.” 


N THE rocky shores of beautiful 

Kealakekua Bay, near the little 
village of Napoopoo, on the west coast 
of the island of Hawaii, stands a mon- 
ument on which are inscribed the fol- 
lowing words: “E Ala Na Moku Kai 
Liloloa,” Hawaiian words for “Awaken, 
ye islands of the faraway sea.” The 
story of this stone tablet is also the 
story in miniature of the coming of the 
Gospel to the Hawaiian Islands. 

The monument is erected to the mem- 
ory of a young Hawaiian boy named 
Henry Opukahaia, a lad whom God used 
in a wonderful way as the means by 
which the Islands heard the Gospel. 
This boy was born in Kau, on the 
southern tip of the island of Hawaii, in 
1792. This was long before the Islands 
had heard the Gospel, and wars and 
tribal feuds were very common. Opu- 
kahaia’s parents were killed in one of 
these battles when he was at an early 
age, and he was left an orphan. An 
uncle who was a practicing Hawaiian 
Kahuna (priest of the’ existing religious 
system) took the young boy, and began 
to train him to follow in his own foot- 
steps, that is to become a priest,in the 
temple located at Napoopoo. Opukah- 
aia became very unhappy and often dis- 
gusted with the things done in the name 
of religion. The evil practices, such as 
human sacrifice were revolting to him. 

One day as a ship sailed into Kealake- 
kua Bay, this young lad jumped from a 
rock on the shore and swam to the ship. 
He arranged with the captain to ship 
with him as cabin boy. Months went 
By while the ship sailed to China and 
finally back to New England. The 
young Hawaiian lad learned to read and 





write. He also was witnessed to by 
faithful Christians, and, one day, he 
himself accepted the Lord Jesus as his 
own Saviour. This made the most pro- 
found impressions and changes in his 
life. 

One day, he was found sitting on the 
steps of what today is a famous univer- 


sity in the East, and he was weeping. - 


A Christian gentleman asked him why he 
was disturbed and he replied, “I weep 
for my people in the Sandwich Islands. 
They live in darkness. I have come to 
know the light of Christ, and I long that 
they should know Him, too.” 

This earnest desire and concern for 
the Hawaiians was so impressive to the 
local Christians of that area that they 
felt something must be done. As a re- 
sult of this concern, the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
was persuaded to organize and send out 
the first missionary company to the 
Islands, 

In the fall of 1819, in the narthex of 
the Park Street Church in Boston, the 
first missionary company to the Sand- 
wich Islands was commissioned and 
started on its long journey to the mid- 
Pacific. 

Qpukahaia had prayed for his people 
and had expressed his concern for them 
by saying, “My poor countrymen who 
are yet living in the region and shadow 
of death, without knowledge of the true 
God, and ignorant of the future world, 
have no Bible to read, no Sabbath. I 
often feel for them in the night season, 
concerning the loss of their souls.” He 
himself had hoped to go back to his own 
people and tell them of Christ. Once 
he said, “May the Lord Jesus dwell in 
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my heart, and prepare me to go and 
spend the remaining part of my life 
with them.” It pleased God, however, 
to take this young man unto Himself, 
and he died two years before the mis- 
sion company set sail for the Islands. 

After a long and dangerous journey 
of six months, the little band arrived on 
the island of Hawaii. After negotiating 
with the King, they were finally al- 
lowed to come on shore, and the first 
Christian church was established in the 
spring of 1820. ; 

Soon the Good News was beginning 
to be heard throughout the entire island 
chain. On the island of Hawaii, on the 
other side from where the missionaries 
first landed, lies the city of Hilo. The 
first church in this area was the historic 
old Haili Church, from whose pulpit the 
writer now is privileged to minister. To 
the pulpit of this church came one 
of the outstanding early preachers, 
through whom God was going to bless 
the whole island. Titus Coan arrived 
in Hilo in 1835 and saw literally thou- 
sands of people come to Christ under 
his ministry. 

In 1836, he traveled in the Puna dis- 
trict of this island and reported: 

“I found a most interesting state of 
feeling. Multitudes flocked to hear, and 
many of them seemed pricked to the 
heart under the influence of the truth. 
So great was the throng that I was not 
able to speak with one half of those who 
labored to get access to me. I had lit- 
erally nv leisure, so much as to eat; and 
one morning I found myself constrained 
to preach three times before breakfast, 
which I took at 10 o'clock. I could not 
move out of doors, in any direction, 
without being thronged by people from 
all quarters, and multitudes who could 
find no other way to converse, stationed 
themselves by the wayside, sometimes 
singly, and sometimes in companies of 
three, five, ten, and the like, in order to 
speak with me as I passed. Some fol- 
lowed me from village to village, for 
several days to hear the Gospel.” 

Under this man’s leadership, God 
brought about what is spoken of today 
as the “Great Awakening” in the Is- 
lands, especially on the island of Ha- 
waii. Great crowds were genuinely 
converted, the churches were packed 
with people, and the impact of the Gos- 
pel was felt throughout the whole ter- 
ritory. 

The same God and the same Gospel 
are still working in the Islands today. 
Much has happened since that day long 
ago when a young Hawaiian boy jumped 
into the water at Napoopoo. New cul- 
tures and new religions have been in-° 
troduced. New generations have arisen 
which know not the Christ of their fore- 
fathers. But the Gospel is still being 
preached—and people are still finding 
forgiveness and newness of life through 
Jesus Christ. In some of the same 


(Continued on page 717) 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 29. NEHEMIAH, PATRIOT IN ACTION 
Nehemiah 1 and 2; 4; 6:15, 16; 13; printed text, 2:17, 18; 4:6; 13:19-21 
Golden Text.—Be strong, . . . saith the Lord, and work: for | am with you.—Hag. 2:4 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Neh, 2:17 Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that 
we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof 
are burned with fire; come, and let us build up the wall of 
Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach, 

18 Then I told them of the hand of my God which was 
good upon me; as also the king's words that he had spoken 
unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they 
strengthened their hands for this good work. 

Chap. 4:6 So built we the wall; and all the wall was 
joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had 
a mind to work. 


Chap. 13:19 And it came to pass, that when the gates 


of Jerusalem began to be dark before the sabbath, I com- 
manded that the gates should be shut, and charged that 
they should not be opened till after the sabbath: and some 
of my servants set I at the gates, that there should no 
burden be brought in on the sabbath day. 


20 So the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged 
without Jerusalem once or twice. 


21 Then I testified against them, and said unto them, 
Why lodge ye about the wall? if ye do so again, I will lay 
hands on you. From that time forth came they no more 
on the sabbath. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 



































The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE period of the restoration be- 
gins with the decree of Cyrus in 
the first year of his reign, 537 B.C., 
permitting the Jews to return to their 
land and to rebuild their Temple. As 
the Cyrus Cylinder makes clear, this 
was in keeping with a general policy 
of the conqueror toward groups who 
had been deported by the Chaldeans. 
But although it began so propitiously, 
the course of the restoration was far 
from smooth, and by no means steady. 
Even the rebuilding of the Temple was 
stopped for sixteen years by pressures 
from the inhabitants of Judea, until 
the ministry of Haggai and Zechariah 
stirred the people to renewed activity. 
A second group returned to Jerusa- 
lem from Babylon about 458 B.C., un- 
der the leadership of Ezra. They also 
enjoyed royal patronage. Yet the very 
king who treated them so handsomely 
(Artaxerxes I) was soon influenced 
against them and had the work of 
building stopped (Ezra 4:7-22). Ap- 
parently the officials of Judea went 
further than the king’s command to 
stop the work, taking license to de- 
stroy what, had already been done. 
Some years later, when a group who 
had returned to Jerusalem came to 
Babylon, their report to Nehemiah was 
of broken down walls and burned-up 
gates, and of general demoralization 
among the returnees (Neh, 1:3). 
Artaxerxes was still on the throne. 
“ He was a generous, though a vacillat- 
ing man. When Nehemiah made his 
somewhat emotional plea for the city 
and the sepulchers of his fathers (2:3), 
the king was as ready to have the re- 


building resumed as he had been to 
have it stopped. But this time (about 
445 B.C.) Nehemiah came with suffi- 
cient authority to cope with the opposi- 
tion of the non-Jews of Judea, even 
defying armed intervention, and his 
commission was fully accomplished. 
The city of Jerusalem again raised its 
head. Nehemiah had at least two terms 
as governor of Judea, and by the bless- 
ing of God did a remarkable work of 
rehabilitation, and with it a work of 
revival—at least in outward practice. 

The restoration, then, was not so 
much an event as a process, covering 
nearly a century. Our lesson deals 
with one of the final phases of the re- 
covery. 


Verse by Verse 


Neh. 2:17.—“. . . Ye see the distress 
that we are in... Jerusalem , . . waste 
... gates... burned... let us build 


.., be no more a reproach.” Nehemiah 
has already reached Jerusalem and had 
his tour of inspection (2:12-15). It is 
time to rally the flagging spirits of the 
leaders of the Jewish populace. He 
appeals to their sense of shame in pres- 
ence of the ruin of their city. 

Verse 18.—“Then I told them of... 
my God , ,. the king’s words... , And 
they said, Let us ... build. So they 
strengthened their hands a 
story of Nehemiah’s encounter with the 
king, with the subsequent decree, en- 
couraged the Jews to believe that God 
had again undertaken for them, so they 
committed themselves to a resumption 
of the task. 

Chap. 4:6.—“So built we the wall... 
joined together unto the half... a mind 
to work.” The intervening passage de- 
tails the division of labor, with refer- 
ences to the opposition of the non-Jews, 


particularly Sanballat and Tobiah, men 
of influence, but now without power 
to hinder the work effectively. “The 
half thereof” refers to half the height. 
Nehemiah was careful to repair the 
breaches before carrying the wall to 
its full height. 

Chap. 13:19.—“, . . I commanded that 
the gates should be shut .. , till after 
the sabbath .. . no burden be brought 
in on the sabbath day.” Do not fail to 
read the whole record, including the 
reading of the Law, the covenant of 
the people, and the reforms of Nehe- 
miah. Here he is dealing with loose- 
ness concerning the Sabbath. Foreign 
traders would arrive on the Sabbath 
and were allowed into the city with 
their wares. Nehemiah réquired the 
gates to be kept closed from sundown 
to sundown. 

Verse 20.—“So the merchants 
lodged without Jerusalem once or 
twice.” The foreign traders then be- 
gan setting up their booths just out- 
side the gates, to lure the pedestrians, 
who could use the wicket gates. 

Verse 21—*“. . . if ye do so again, I 
will lay hands om you .. .” Nehemiah 
would put up with no such schemes. 
He threatened the merchants with cor- 
poral punishment, and thereafter had 
no trotble. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Our first impression of Nehemiah is 
that of a patriot. Many an exile who 
had risen to such a position of trust 
as the king’s cupbearer would have 
been quite willing to forget his own 
land, but Nehemiah, although he had 
been born in Babylon, was still a Jew, 
eager for news about the homeland an@ 
the holy city and the Temple of God, 
and when he heard of the ruinous state 
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Lesson for September 29 


of Jerusalem, he could not lightly shrug 
it off, but was sick with grief. He was 
unable to hide his sorrow, even in the 
presence of the king—and that was 
dangerous business with those Oriental 
potentates who acted very much on 
whim. Nehemiah was a good example 
of Psalm 137:5, 6. The distress of Je- 
rusalem was his business, and de- 
manded his best efforts. 

Nehemiah was a man of courage. It 
needed a man of courage and indomi- 
table spirit to face the difficulties in 
the way of accomplishing his cherished 
task. To begin with, he must present 
it to the king who had, some years 
back, issued a decree of cessation which 
was responsible for the situation now 
existing. He had to face the opposition 
of the non-Jews who were determined 
to block every move to alleviate the 
condition of the Jews. In addition to 
all that, he found existing some situa- 
tions in the Jewish community which 
called for strenuous action. But he was 
dauntless. His personal safety was his 
least concern, 

In addition Nehemiah was a leader 
with great executive ability. When he 
made his requests of the king, he seems 
to have taken into consideration every 
aspect of the problem. The trek to Je- 
rusalem was organized. On arrival 
there, he carefully studied the situa- 
tion before calling a council of Jewish 
leaders. Then the task of building was 
skillfully divjged. When danger threat- 
ened, the defense of the city was or- 
ganized with real generalship. While 
carrying these burdens, he set all a 
splendid example of unselfish devotion 
and never flinched in face of difficulty 
or opposition. . 

Finally, NeHemiah was a man of God. 
Prayer was the very breath he 
breathed, and was never far from his 
lips. Himself an ardent lover of God, 
he would brook no departure from the 
Law or from the ways of righteous- 
ness. When mixed marriages threat- 
ened the purity of their faith and wor- 
ship, he dealt with the situation with 
uncompromising vigor. Social injus- 
tices were attacked and righted. When 
neglect of tithing affected the ministry 
of the Temple, he ably recalled the 
people to their duty. Buying and sell- 
ing on the Sabbath called forth his 
anger and sharp reproofs for all con- 
cerned. When the high priest turned 
one of the Temple chambers into an 
apartment for Tobiah, a non-Jew and 
a bitter enemy of Nehemiah’s program, 
Nehemiah forthwith had the foreigner’s 
stuff carried: out and the chamber re- 
consecrated and restored to sacred uses. 
He was certainly God’s man of the hour. 


Topics for Development 

Christian Patriotism. There is noth- 
ing incompatible between Christianity 
and patriotism. Indeed there is some- 
thing seriously wrong with a Christian 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. September 22.—Daniel, Steadfast in 
EN 05045 abeaeuiaadaaeee Daniel 1 to 6 
Next Week's Lesson 


1. October 6.—Paul Writes to the 
Corinthians ...l Corinthians 1 to 4 








profession that lacks love of one’s 
country. But Christian patriotism will 
be of a high order. It will not consist 
of foolish boasting, whether of the 
country’s past glories or of its present 
greatness. Neither will it be a narrow 
nationalism which cares nothing for the 
well-being of others but only of our 
own nation’s advance. It will not think 
merely in terms of economic wealth 
or military power, but will be chiefly 
concerned with the nation’s moral sta- 
bility and spiritual forces, and will be 
ambitious that its leadership will be in 
the sphere of righteousness. The man 
who calls a nation to repentance, to 
the fear of God, and to the faith of 
Christ is doing a patriotic service 
greater than any achievement in arms 
and trade. Nehemiah was as deeply 
concerned about the mixed marriages 
among his countrymen and the usury 
and the neglect of tithing and the 
breaking of the Sabbath as he was 
about the broken Walls of Jerusalem. 
The prophets were patriots even when 
they were pronouncing God’s judgment 
upon Israel] for its sins. The reformers 
and the puritans were patriots when 
they were standing against the tyran- 
nies of royalty and parliaments. They 
sought to establish freedom based on 
righteousness and the fear of God. A 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT king carried Judah captive 
to Babylon? 

2. What king issued the first decree 
permitting the Jews to return to their 
homeland? 

3. Who were the leaders of the first 
contingent of returnees? 

4. What king sponsored two tontin- 
gents of returnees, and who were their 
leaders? 

5. What was the condition of Jeru- 
salem when Nehemiah went there? 

6. How did the purposes of Ezra and 
Nehemiah differ? e 

7. What was Nehemiah’s first step in 
his rehabilitation program? 

8. Who bitterly opposed Nehemiah’s 
activities? 

9. How did the Jews make Nehe- 
miah’s work more difficult? 

10. What situation among the Jews 
showed up'‘the difference in the char- 
acters of Ezra and Nehemiah? 


( Answers on page 715) 
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Christian who has no ambition to con- 
tribute to his country’s welfare has 
failed to grasp that Christ must domi- 
nate every relationship, including one’s 
citizenship. 

Building Jerusalem. Nehemiah came 
to build walls, but he realized that 
walls do not make a city. There are 
worse breaches in a city’s defenses 
than holes in the walls. So, while he 
supervised the repairing of the mate- 
rial defenses, he did not close his eyes 
to those conditions which were weak- 
ening the nation internally. Where 
the rich grind the poor, you have the 
beginning of disintegration. Where 
God’s standards of marriage and the 
home are ignored, society is headed for 
collapse. Where religious obligations 
are forgotten in a selfish lust for gain, 
national strength is on the decline. 
There were graver breaches in the de- 
fenses of Jerusalem than the broken- 
down walls and the gates burned with 
fire, and Nehemiah gave himself to the 
repair of these spiritual defenses as 
much as the material. Here in Amer- 
ica we are in sore need of learning this 
lesson, 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Nehemiah the patriot 

2. Nehemiah the hero 

3. Nehemiah the executive 

4. Nehemiah the saint 

(This is a _ topical outline, which 

should be studied from the whole story 
rather than from particular verses.) 


Practical Applications 

Patriotism and sainthood are not di- 
vorced, but love of country will be a 
purer, nobler flame when hallowed by 
the love of God. 

One may be a man of God in a palace 
as well as in a cottage. The palace 
has its own temptations, but the grace 
of God can make saints in Caesar's 
house (Phil. 4:22), or in the palace of 
a Nebuchadnezzar or an Artaxerxes. 

Examine your problem before you 
tackle it. It will save you a lot of 
wasted time and energy. Forethought 
avoids failure. 

Compromise is a virtue where per- 
sonal opinion is involved, but it be- 
comes a vice when the honor of God 
is at stake. 

A city is not made strong by walls 
and gates and bars, but by obedience 
to the Law of God. 


Golden Text 

. Hag. 2:4—“Be strong .. . and w0rk: 
for I am with you.” God does not give 
us strength for play, but for work. 
When we devote our strength to play, 
we are dissipating God’s good gift. But 
our best efforts will never accomplish 
the work of God without His presence 
and aid (Matt, 28:19, 20). 


EL_muurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HyMns 
“O Day of Rest and Gladness”’ 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our loving Father, 

Sweet is the sunshine after rain 

And sweet the sleep that follows pain, 

So sweetly steals the Sabbath rest 

Upon the world’s work-wearied breast. 
For our Christian day of rest we thank 
Thee and pray Thee to make it a day 
when the knowledge of our blessed 
risen Lord shall reach out to many. 
May the gathering of people to wor- 
ship, pray, and hear the Gospel turn 
many to the Saviour today. Move 
leaders of our time to honor and obey 
Thee as Nehemiah did, and help them 
to give a strong lead to the nations in 
all godliness and uprightness. Bless 
the tried and afflicted with comfort and 
help. Bless the weak and the ill with 
loving and skillful care—and healing, 
too, where that is Thy will. Bless the 
wayward and the lost with recovery to 
Thyself and Thy way. Give peace in 
our time and spread Christian faith and 
devotion in all lands, Forgive our sins, 
direct our way, and keep us loyal and 
true to Thee through all our earthly 
life, for thei sake of Christ Jesus, our 
Lord. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—In Canada there is 
a chain of department stores that cur- 
tains off all its display windows over 
Sunday. The founder of the company, 
which had a small beginning in the last 
century, was an earnest Methodist. The 





MUCH THIS D AY: OF SPEED 
NEEDS IHE REST 
closing of the store windows from win- 
dow-shoppers on the Lord’s Day began 
with him and is continued today. Ne- 
hemiah would favor that procedure. 
He was all for keeping God’s day free 
from everyday concerns, Finding buy- 
ing and selling taking place on the Sab- 
bath in Jerusalem, he acted vigorously 
to stop it and to save, with its many 
benefits, the day of rest for his nation. 

We should strive to do the same 
about the Lord’s Day. Its sacred char- 
acter is being lost as pleasure lovers 
make it a day of sport and revelry. and 
money lovers a day of business gain. 
Yet the truth is that the speed and 
tension of our times make a quiet Sun- 
day more needful than ever before, 
Nervous and mental troubles are in- 
creasing. Some of these could be 
avoided by restoring the quiet Sunday 
all over the land. A Baptist gathering 
in one area recently called on all mem- 
bers and adherents of their churches 
to observe the Lord’s Day in such ways 
as would “preserve it as a day for wor- 
ship and rest, free from all unnecessary 
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purchases and labor by ourselves or by 
others forced to work to serve us.” | If 
all Christians who now buy things on 
Sunday that they could as easily buy 
on Saturday with a little forethought 
and consideration for others would 
cease such Sunday buying, many peo- 
ple could be free from needless Sun- 
day toil. Think this over and be con- 
siderate of others in this. 
CALGARY, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Ye see the distress .-. . come, and 
let us build .. .” (Neh. 2:17).—The dis- 
tress and the ruins would have been 
sufficient to make many men say, in 
the common vernacular, “That is the 
remnant’s funeral, not ours. Why 
should we do anything about it? Is 
not Ichabod (‘the glory is departed’) 
written upon them? And has not the 


Lord called them Lo-ammi (not my 
people) ?” 
Nehemiah could have said: “True, 


as you say; but after all they are the 
people through whom our Messiah must 
come. There is the possibility of the 
restoration of the glory and favor of 
God to them.” 

Being the patriot that he was, and 
a man of faith and action, he said, 
“Come, and let us build up the wall of 
Jerusalem, that we be no more a re- 


proach.” 
The name “Barnabas” means “The 
son of consolation” (Acts 4:36) and 


Nehemiah means “The consolation of 
Jah (or Jehovah),” hence I like to look 
upon Nehemiah as the Barnabas of the 
Old Testament. What consolation Ne- 
hemiah was to that distressed people! 

Someone has divided humanity into 
two classes—Wreckers and _ Builders. 
Nehemiah belonged to the latter class. 
The word “build” occurs in one form 
or another twenty-one times through- 
out the Book of Nehemiah. 

Dr. Henry B. Knox in his poem, “The 
Workman” encourages us all to be 
builders: 

He was a humble workman 

With the tools with which he wrought, 

And he built a comnion stable, 

Or so it was, he thought! 


And he fashioned there a manger 
Where the cattle could be fed, 

Never thinking that the Saviour 
Would pillow there His head. 

He had only built a stable 
With a manger in the stall, 

Yet it cradled there the Christ-child, 
Who is King and Lord of all! 

So although our task be humble, 
Let us work each day with care; 

For we may not know God’s purpose, 
Or why He placed us there. 

For the manger that formed the cradle 
Of our Lord and Saviour here, 

Was built by a humble wofkman 
In Bethlehem of Judea. 


“Then I told them of the hand of my 
God . . . also the king’s words . , .” 
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(Neh, 2:18).—What a happy and power- 
ful combination—God’s hand and the 
king’s words! It was the hand of the 
Lord that led Israel out of Egypt, across 
the Red Sea, through the wilderness, 
over Jordan, and into the Promised 
Land; but the psalmist said, “They re- 
membered not his hand, nor the day 
when he delivered them from the en- 
emy” (Psa. 78:42). 

Nehemiah was the king’s cupbearer. 
He filled a delicate and responsible 
position in the empire, being in very 
close contact with the king. He tells 
us he was “very sore afraid” when the 
king asked him why he was sad. It 
might have cost him his life. 

William Kelly says: “The king might 
have suspected treason; he might have 
suspected that there was some dark 
plot and that Nehemiah’s conscience 
was at work. All sorts of things might 
have entered his mind in accounting 
for this extraordinary gloom that cov- 
ered his servant’s face. But Nehemiah 
tells the simple truth to him.” 

Then the king granted Nehemiah per- 
mission to go to Judea and gave him 
letters for a safe convoy; and another 
letter to the keeper of the king’s for- 
est, granting him all the timber he 
needed for all the building he purposed 
doing. Nehemiah correctly attributed 
all this favor to “the good hand of my 
God upon me” (v, 8). 

What a pleasure it afforded him to 
relate all this goodness tp the priests, 
nobles, and rulers in Judea! The effect 
was al] that could be desired; for they 
immediately said, “Let us rise up. and 
build.” 

C. H. Spurgeon said, “The serene 
beauty of a holy life is the most pow- 
erful influence in the world, next to 
the might of the Spirit of God.” 

I have just come from a Bible con- 
ference where a speaker related a per- 
sonal experience. He said that he and 
another preacher were in a car leav- 
ing the town in which they had con- 
ducted a series of special services. The 
driver of the car asked, “Have we left 
anything?” 

The other answered; “Yes, we have!” 

The driver stepped on the brake as 
he asked, “What?” 

“Our influence,” replied the other. 

“How true!” exclaimed the driver as 
he released the brake and stepped on 
the accelerator, 


“Be strong ... saith the Lord, and 
work: for I am with you” (Hag. 2:4).— 
Real strength is required fer work in 
a day of restoration and recovery. A 
consciousness of the Lord’s promise to 
be with us is sufficient to furnish ‘us 
with that needed strength. Nehemiah 
joined Ezra, the priests, and the Levites 
in telling the people that “the joy of 
the Lord is your strength” (Neh. 8:10). 
And the people went rejoicing on their 
way. : 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Lesson for September 29 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Nehemiah was one of 

God’s stalwarts. His great life 
achievement was rebuilding the walls 
of Jerusalem, the Holy City, and that 
is a really thrilling story. It is gen- 
erally the central theme of any descrip- 
tion of his character and work. But 
I want to devote our lesson today to 
his profound respect for the Fourth 
Commandment. Nehemiah took that 
Commandment seriously, which is a far 
cry from the way it is generally re- 
garded today. 

In Nehemiah, chapter 13:15-22, Ne- 
hemiah tells how the Sabbath Day had 
been profaned and of the need of the 
Israelites for cleansing themselves and 
sanctifying the Sabbath Day. 

All through God’s Word there are 
warnings against violating His holy 
day, with dire punishments for pro- 
faning and rich rewards for keeping 
it holy. Listen to Isaiah 58:13, 14: “If 


thou turn away thy foot from the sab- ¢ 


bath, from doing thy pleasure on my 
holy day; and call the sabbath a de- 
light, the holy of the Lord, honourable; 
and shalt honour him, not doing thine 
own ways, nor finding thine own pleas- 
ure, nor speaking thine own words: 
then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
Lord; and I will cause thee to ride 
upon the high places of the earth, and 
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob 
thy father: for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it.” 

“And feed thee with the heritage of 
Jacob . , .” Now let us see what that 
is. Turn to the Song of Moses in Deu- 
teronomy 32: “For the Lord’s portion 
is his people; Jacob is the lot of his 
inheritance. He found him in a desert 
land, and in the waste howling wilder- 
ness; he led him about, he instructed 
him, he kept him as the apple of his 
eye, .. . He made him ride on the high 
places of the earth, that he might eat 
the increase of the fields; and he made 
him to suck honey out of the rock, and 
oil out of the flinty rock; butter of kine, 
and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, 
and rams of the breed of Bashan, and 
goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; 
and thou didst drink the pure blood 
of the grape” (vs. 9-14). Those are 
symbolic terms of everything good in 
life. And just think of being “the apple 
of his [God’s] eye”! Try to think how 
much that means. You cannot do it. 
It is God’s love in the superlative. It 
is John 3:16 in action, 

I know a boy who on Saturday ‘night 
quit his job at the post office because he 
was required to report for duty Sunday 
morning. He had no other job in sight; 
but on Monday morning he landed in a 
five-and-one-half-days-in-the-week job, 
paying him better wages. 

I know a telephone exchange oper- 
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ator who resigned because she was 
assigned «Sunday work, although she 
was the only support for her mother 
and little sisters. A day afterward the 
president of a large corporation, learn- 
ing of the incident, offered her the po- 
sition as his private secretary at a much 
better salary and shorter hours. She 
was too happy for words. 

I know a young fellow who got a 
job in a restaurant one summer, hoping 
to make enough to go to college that 
fall. The first Saturday night, when he 
was paid off and notified to be back at 
eight next morning (Sunday), he gave 
up the job. Later, his congressman 
secured for him the Rhodes Scholar- 
ship which also included $1,500 for ex- 
penses, including transportation to the 
English university and return. He rode 
“upon the high places of the earth” 
—on an ocean liner. 

I could cite many other similar cases, 
but this is enough now. 

Fellows, “remember the sabbath day, 
to keep it holy” (Exod. 20:8), 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us begin today by repeating to- 

gether the Ten Commandments, 
which we learned this quarter. Re- 
member, all these words were written 
“with the finger of God” on those two 
tablets of stone. 

Last time we read how Daniel came 
igto the great hall. where Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s grandson, Belshazzar, was hav- 
ing a drunken feast, and read to him 
the mysterious writing on the palace 
wall. That night Belshazzar was killed, 
and the kingdom of Babylon was de- 
stroyed by the Persians. Later, Cyrus, 
king of Persia, made a proclamation 
that all Jews who wished to do so, 
might return to Jerusalem to rebuild 
their Temple. The Book of Ezra tells 
of difficulties they encountered in that 
great task, and of its completion sev- 
eral years later. 

But even after the Temple was fin- 
ished, Jerusalem was a sorry sight, The 
Jews who lived there were poor, de- 
spised, and persecuted by the neigh- 
boring heathen. So they did not try 
to rebuild the ruined city or its pro- 
tecting walls. 

Nehemiah, a young Jew.in a high 
position in the Persian palace, was un- 
happy when his brother, returning from 
Jerusalem, told him of its state of ruin. 
Although Nehemiah was cupbearer to 
the heathen emperor, he was a man of 
prayer. In fact, I do not recall any 
other Bible character who prayed to 
God more frequently than Nehemiah. 
‘In the first chapter of his book, he 
tells of his grief when he learned the 
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sad condition of the city and his prayer 
about it. 

Let us read Nehemiah 2:1-4. Evi- 
dently Nehemiah had always appeared 
happy, so the king noticed the change 
in his manner and asked the reason. 
When the king asked him for his re- 
quest, what did he do? (He ‘prayed be- 
fore he answered.) Right. Then he 
asked for a twelve-year leave of ab- 
sence from the palace, a safe-conduct 
all the way to Jerusalem, and timber 
with which to rebuild the walls when 
he got there. The king granted all this 
because the Lord caused him to do so! 

When Nehemiah got to Jerusalem, he 
met two men who immediately became 
his enemies. Read Nehemiah 2:10 to 
see why. 

Nehemiah spent the third night after 
he reached. Jerusalem riding around 
the outside of the walls to see exactly 
how much work had to be done. After 
that he called the Jewish leaders to- 
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gether. Read what he said to them in 
verses 17, 18. And so they agreed to 
work under him. And the work was 
started at once, 

But Nehemiah’s enemies got busy. 
They ridiculed what he and the other 
Jews were doing. Nehemiah prayed 
and kept on working. When he heard 
that their enemies were coming to stop 
the work by force, he prayed and 
armed the workers. Although his trust 
was in the Lord, he knew God expected 
them to take necessary precautions. He 
and all with him worked each day from 
dawn till the stars appeared, half of 
the workmen building and the other 
half holding their swords. Read Nehe- 
miah 4:23. What an example of ear- 
nest, diligent labor! 

One of their enemies tried to stop 
the building by making false accusa- 
tions against Nehemiah, But he prayed 
and kept on working. 

Read Nehemiah 6:15. So the wall 
was finished! Nehemiah and the other 
Jews had worked steadily on to the 
finish, in spite of all the rubbish in 
their way, and in spite of all kinds 
of opposition. 

When the twelve years were up, Ne- 
hemiah, who was now governor of 
Jerusalem, went back to the Persian 
palace and petitioned for another leave 
of absence. God made the king grant 
this also. When Nehemiah returned to 
Jerusalem, he discovered that one of 
the men who had been his enemy from 
the first and who had tried to hinder 
the work in every way was now plan- 
ning to live in the Temple! He had 
not had any change of heart, but had 
simply made an alliance with a priest 
of the Lord. Nehemiah immediately 
had this man’s stuff all moved out of 
the Temple, and the place thoroughly 
cleansed where it had been. 

Next he found that merchants were 
coming into Jerusalem on the Sabbath 
Day and that God’s people were buy- 
ing their wares. Nehemiah then placed 
a guard at each of the city gates so that 
these men could not enter on the Sab- 
bath Day. When some of them camped 
just outside, he threatened them with 
arrest if they did that again. So they 
stopped, and the Sabbath was no longer 
profaned in this way. Read Nehemiah 
13:19-21. See how powerful Governor 
Nehemiah was! But he did not use his 
power to make life easy and pleasant 
for himself. He used his power for 
the glory of God, and the good of His 
people. Nehemiah accomplished great 
things for his nation because he was 
a true patriot and a man of prayer. 





During the next two quarters we will use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct 
Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
Chorus Sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three 
helps are ordered together from V. D. Gun- 
derson, Ferndale, Wash., they may be had 
for $1, postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 








September 14, 1957 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A lst of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Hurry Up and Preach—Be strong, 
. - Saith the Lord, and work: for I am 

with you (Hag. 2:4, Golden Text). A 
young pastor, bending over an aged 
minister who was dying, said to him, 
“Give me some word, my brother, that 
will be a help to me after you are 
gone.” The aged minister looked up 
with an earnest expression, and seemed 
to pack a whole half century of expe- 
rience into a single sentence. “Hurry 
up, my brother, and preach the Gospel! 
GO!"—From a Moody sermon. Sent by 


J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. Prize 
illustration, 
One Thing To Add to God’s Perfec- 


tion—Ye see the distress that we’ are 
in, .. . cOme, and let us build the wall 
e°f Jerusalem (Neh. 2:17). In conver- 
sation with a dear brother the other 
day whom God is using in a marvel- 
dus manner to spread the glad tidings 
through: the printed page, he related 
how the call to this great ministry came 
to him when he was without any vis- 
ible resources. Said he, “I learned that 
there was one thing I could give to 
God that would add to His perfection.” 
“And what might that be?” I inquired. 
“T have never thought of anything that 
one could give to God that would be 
an addition, in any sense or form.” 
“Why,” said my friend, “it was my 
weakness. His ‘strength is made per- 
fect in weakness’” (2 Cor. 12:9).—From 
the Moody Church News. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans, 


Supernatural Constraint.—Then I 
told them of the hand of my God 
which was good upon me (Neh, 2:18). 
“Many a time in history,” says Dr. A. 
T. Pierson, “has supernatural restraint 
and constraint changed the course of 
God’s servants. Livingstone assayed to 
go into China, but God suffered him 
not, and sent him to Africa to be its 
missionary general, statesman, and ex- 
plorer. Before him, Carey planned to 
go to the Great Polynesia in the South 
Seas, but God guided him to India to 
lay foundations for giving a vernaeular 
Bible to one-sixth of the people of the 
world. Judson did go to India, but was 
driven to Burma, where he built up an 
apostolic church for all the age. Bar- 
nabas Shaw was thrust out from Boer- 
land, and trusted to God’s guidance of 
his kine and cart, not knowing whither 
he went until the twenty-eighth day 
brought to him the chief of Namaqua- 
land, his ‘man of Macedonia,’ who liter- 
ally said, ‘Come over and help us.’ How 
many secrets of leading are yet to be 
brought to light, thousands of God’s 
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servants having been forbidden of Him 
to follow out their plans, because He 
has had some unexpected open door of 
service to set before them! And how 
we need to trust Him for guidance and 
rejoice equally in His restraints and 
constraints; because if we had infinite 
wisdom and love to guide us, we should 
not by one hair’s breadth change His 
perfect plan for our lives—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


The Peril of Delay.—Let us rise up 
and build (Neh. 2:18). In the days 
when the American Northwest was be- 
ing opened up, a young engineer went 
to build a bridge across a mountain 
chasm. After months of work they had 
almost finished the bridge, and one 
night he said to his men, “Come back 
after supper, and we will finish it in 
about an hour, and I will pay you a 
day’s wages for that extra hour.” “No,” 
they said, “we have made other ar- 
rangements.” “Come back,” he pleaded, 
“and I will give you two days’ wages.” 
They said, “No, but why do you want us 
back?” He replied, “If a great storm 
should come down tonight in the 
mountains it would sweep the bridge 
away. We have not quite finished it.” 
But they went their way, saying, “It 
won't rain in months.” And that very 
night the rain-filled clouds emptied 
their floods upon the mountains, and 


‘they rushed down, relentless in their 


power, and swept the unfinished bridge 
utterly away. It is a parable of the 
soul that knows, and wishes, and yet 
presumes and delays and waits. How 
different was the response of the men 
of Nehemiah’s day, when they said, 
“Let us rise up and build”!—From the 
Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. * 


Are You One of the Four Hundred? 
—So built we the wall; and all the wall 
was joined together unto the_ half 
thereof: for the people had a mind to 
work (Neh. 4:6). Dr. Lyman Beecher, 
upon being asked how he did so much 
in his church, answered, “Oh, I preach 
Sundays, and four hundred of my 
church members preach. every day.” 
Are you one of the four hundred in 
your church?—Source unknown. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


How Do You Worship?—I commanded 
that the gates should be shut, and 
charged that! they should not be opened 
till after the sabbath (Neh. 13:19). 
When I find a man on Sunday with a 
tennis racket in his hand, or a fishing 
rod. on his shoulder, and he tells me he 
has no wuse for the clergy, I believe 
him. But I do not think any the more 
of him. If he told the full truth he 
would say he has no use for God. Peo- 
ple say they can worship God in the open 
air. “Yes,” I reply, “but do you? You 
don’t worship with a tennis racket or 
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fishhooks."—From Canon T. C, Ham- 
mond, in “Fading Light.” Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Witnessing Under Difficulties—Then 
I testified against them (Neh, 13:21). 
I was deeply moved by the picture in 
one of our Bible magazines recently of 
a father and mother who were honored 
by the head of the borough of Brook- 
lyn. Their son had been a prisoner of 
war for more than two years in Korea. 
During that time he had been brave 
and loyal to his God. When he was or- 
dered to use a page of his Bible for 
making a cigarette, he steadfastly re- 
fused, Perhaps life was no easier for 
him on this account among the people 
who are the world’s greatest haters, but 
God gave the young man spiritual 
power. Likewise, this power is avail- 
able to use when we stand for our 
Christ and against the evils of the 
world.—Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Builder for God 
(Neh. 2:11, 12, 15-18; 4:6-9; 6:15) 

O YOU like to watch men at work 
whether they are building a small 
house or a great office building? How 
interesting it is to see machines take 
big mouthfuls of dirt and drop it into 
trucks to be hauled away! There are 
cement mixers that pour liquid cement 
into forms to become solid foundations, 
and cranes to lift heavy steel girders 
into place. Constantly comes the tap, 
tap of hammers driving nails into wood 
or rivets into steel. You have seen 
men make walls for a house, and per- 
haps stone walls around a garden or 





“Wisdom Hath Builded 
Her House’”’ 


Many happy women have fulfilled this 
verse from Proverbs. 

The love they give their families re- 
turns like “bread cast upon the waters.” 
Their investment in an American Bible 
Society Annuity insures them a regular 
income for life, in good times dr bad, 
while it helps provide the Word of God 
for the children of many lands. 

You too may have the great happiness 
of sharing the Word and a lifetime in- 
come that starts immediately 
and is largely tax 
exempt —by invest- 
ing in an American do 
Bible Society An- | Soiguerrcieno™ 
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The American-European Bethel Mission, Inc. 


founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 
Our Unique Orphanage in the Holy Land 


I. Our Orphanage in Haifa, Israel, is a Memorial to the many boys and 
girls of Hebrew-Christians in our former Orphanage in Poland who 


were slain by the Nazis. 


II. Our, Orphanage is an uncompromising Gospel testimony in the Holy 
Land, established on uncontested ground, and it is officially registered 


with the Israeli Government. 


III. It is a children’s Bible Institute for the preparation of future witnesses. 


IV. As a faith work, this unique Orphanage needs and deserves the coopera- 
tion, by prayer and practical assist- ; fo 
ance, of every Christ-loving person. 


HEADQUARTERS: 
252 North Dillon Street 


Dept. ST 
Les Angeles 26, Calif., U.S.A. 


















714 (14) 


TRIPS OF A LIFETIME 


4 


WHEATON 
TOURS 


e Holy Land—March and June 

e Europe and Sweden—July 

e South America—July (1958) 

Write today for FREE Bulletin Specity 

which tour. Address: Or Joseph PF 
WHEATON TOURS 
Wheaton College ¢ Wheaton, Illinois 

Dept. T-8 


Looking for a Christian High School? 
Freshmen and sophomores may enroll, right 
now, as residents or day students, at accred- 
ited high school in central New Jersey. For 
information write to 
Dr. John J, McCall, President 
Central Jersey Christian High School 


Shark River Hills Neptune, New Jersey 






Every Year 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe SuNnDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs. 








TWO BOOKLETS 


By Rev. John A. ny pee Press— 
Waterloo, Iow: 
“ADAMIC PEOPLE — AND POST ADAMIC 
PEOPLE” 


Depicts People aes and After Adam’s 


“GOVERNMENT. UNDER GOD” 
Gives Toe 's Design For A Better World. 
Price 35c each; 3 for $1.00 


EX Ti Gia MONE y 


with our Popular, : ~selli 

Seri sre Text Christmas and 

Cards, Sta’ 5s Santee, Bibles, excit- 

ing Novelties, Useful Gifts. SALES — 
pr 


Hundreds of aay customers! 
holesale Price List FREE. WRITE TODAY! 
** Friendly Christian Service since 1927"" 

C. W. BOYER CO., Dept ST , Dayton 5, Ohio 


7 



























an estate, but have you ever seen men 
making a wall around a city? In the 
days of bows and arrows, Spears and 
swords, walls were necessary for de- 
fense, like the walls around castles in 
later days. Jerusalem still has a wall 
(colored pictures in the National. Geo- 
graphic Magazine, December, 1956, pp. 
708, 709, 711). 

Building walls was hard work—no 
electric cranes, no cement mixers in 
those days! “Whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord” (Col, 3:23). 
Nehemiah was a builder for God, and 
he did it with all his heart. He re- 
ceived no pay for it, either; but; being 
a rich man, supported himself and his 
servants. He gave up a much easier 
job in the palace. Our first Bible pic- 
ture of him is in the last sentence of 
Nehemiah 1. He washed the king’s cup, 
tasted some of the wine from the palm 
of his own hand to prove no enemy or 
traitor had poisoned it, and passed the 
cup to the king. . Nehemiah, like Dan- 
iel, was a prisoner noble. How he got 
to be governor of a ruined Jerusalem 
you will read in his own words, along 
with the stories of his building cam- 


paign, 
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N eed of God’s help (Neh., chap. 1) 
E xciting day (2:1-8) 

H ard work ahead (vs, 11-18) 

E nemies! (chap. 4) 

More trouble (6:1-14) 

I t is finished! (vs, 15, 16) 

A great Sunday school (8:1-12) 

H appy day (12:27-43) 


Right now look at these pictures of 
his work: (1) The survey (Neh. 2:11, 
12, 15, 16). Have you an idea what he 
saw, and why things were that way? 
(The walls had been broken down by 
Nebuchadnezzar’s capture of the city 
many years before. Although later 
kings of Babylon had allowed Jews, 
who wished to do so, to go back to 
their country, enemies around had hin- 
dered them from building up the city.) 
(2) The rally (vs. 17, 18). (3) Half 
done (4:6). Even the girls helped (3: 
12), though some nobles were too proud 
or lazy to get their hands dirty 
and their backs tired (3:5). (4) On 
guard (4:7-9, 16-18). (5) All done (6: 
15). At what stage in the building 
campaign do you choose to picture Ne- 
hemiah on paper? 

Can you think of your own way to 
follow Nehemiah’s example? Some- 
thing that needs to be done? Something 
long and hard? “Be strong, . .. saith 
the Lord, and work: for I am with 
you” (Hag. 2:4). That was a message 
given when some other hard work was 
going on, building the Temple. 

For review, let the children describe 
some picture in our Bible album for 
the others to guess. Another method 
of review, good for the odd minutes 
before class, is to see how many sol- 


diers in the Bible can be named, or — 


kings, prophets, secretaries, women, 
and so on. Let the early-comers start 
a particular list, and others may add 
to it. If the list remains on the black- 
board for a week, new names may be 
added the following Sunday and each 
name identified orally in some way. 
Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AKE time during the worship serv- 

ice to sing “Building Every Day,” 
page 27 in “Salvation Songs, No. 1.” 
(You may have to teach it, if your 
youngsters do not already know it.) 
It will tie in nicely with your lesson 
on building today. The children will 
enjoy the motions. You will, of course, 
remember always to keep motion songs 
(and all others!) reverent. 

Isn’t it fun to build things? Boys 
like to bui#d wagons and scooters. The 
things that girls build are of a differ- 
ent kind. Girls sew doll clothes or help 
Mother with baking. While that is not 
building as we usually think of it, it 
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is a type of building. And building 
is fun, 

Building is also hard work. Have 
you ever watched men who are work- 
ing on a house? The pounding and 
sawing are not easy, you may be sure. 
Those men are really tired at the end 
of the day. How pleased they must be, 
though, to see the house when it is 
done! Yes, building is hard work. It 
is also fun. 

In the long, long ago, there was a 
builder by the name of Nehemiah. 
We'll have to say his name over to- 
gether several times, for it is not a 
narne that we hear very often today. 
He is such an important man in the 
Bible, however, that we must never for- 
get him. Let us say his name together 
—Nehemiah. Again—Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah was one of God’s beloved 
people. 

Unfortunately, God’s people were not 
in their own land. They had disobeyed 
God. They had worshiped false, make- 
believe gods instead of the true and 
living God of Heaven. So God had 
allowed His people to be punished. 
They had been carried into another 
land to be slaves of the ones who had 
captured them. So long had God’s peo- 
ple been in the fereign land that it is 
entirely possible that Nehemiah had 
never even seen his homeland. He was 
probably born in the foreign land. 

Nehemiah had become a very impor- 
tant person in the foreign land. He 
was the cupbearer for the king. That 
is, he was responsible for filling the 
king’s cup with wine whenever the 
king wanted some. Then he would have 
to drink a little of it to make certain 
it had not been poisoned. The cup- 
bearer had to handle the cup very care- 
fully, not spilling a drop. Of course 
there was a special way in which the 
cup had to be handed to the king. The 
cupbearer had other duties, too. He 
guarded the entrance to the king's 
rooms. No one—not even the princes— 
could enter unless the cupbearer gave 
him permission. Nehemiah, you see, 
had a very important office indeed. 

One day another of God’s people was 
visiting the king. Nehemiah asked 
about his home city of Jerusalem. 
When he learned that the city was in 
ruins and that the wall around the city 
was broken down, Nehemiah was heart- 
broken. At once he prayed to God. 
So sad was he that he went without 
food, and‘ then he told God how sorry 
he was for his sins and for the sins 
of his people. The king could see that 
there was something wrong with Ne- 
hemiah and asked what it was. Nehe- 
miah told him that he was sad: because 
of the condition of his home city. Then. 
he asked if he might go to Jerusalem 
and do something about it. And do 
you know what? The king gave him 
permission to go! 

As soon as Nehemiah got to Jeru- 
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salem he looked things over. Then he 
and many others went to work. No 
matter how people made fun of them 
(and there was lots of ridicule!), Ne- 
hemiah kept on building. God’s Word 
tells us that before very long their 
work was finished. God still needs Ne- 
hemiahs. Can He count on you to build 
for Him? 





Among Us Teachers: A recently pub- 
lished book, written by a Christian 
psychologist, Dr. Clyde M. Narramore, 
is one that should be in the hands of 
every Primary teacher. It is entitled, 
“How To Understand and Influence 
Children (From 5 to 8).”1 The Pri- 
mary teacher (as well as the parent) 
will be stimulated, instructed, and, as a 
result of the reading, will rededicate 
herself to the glorious task of teaching. 





1Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich.; paper, $1.50. 
LANCASTER, PA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 709) 


1. Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, 

2. Cyrus the Persian (Ezra 1:1-4). 

3. Zerubbabel and Jeshua (Ezra 3:2). 

4. Artaxerxes. They were led by 
Ezra (Ezra 7:1, 6) and Nehemiah (Neh. 
2:1-8). ‘ 

’ 5. The walls were broken down and 
the gates burned with fire (Neh, 1:3). 

6. Ezra went up to teach the Law 
(Ezra 7:10), while Nehemiah went up 
to restore the city (Neh. 2:17, 18). 

7. He made a tour of inspection (2: 
12-15). 

8. Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem, 
some of the non-Jews who had replaced 
the Israelites in the land in the days 
of the captives (Neh. 2:19, 20ff.). 

9. Some of the leaders were in alli- 
ance with the enemies of Nehemiah (6: 
12, 17-19; 13:4-6). 

10. The intermarrying of the Jews 
with heathen. See Ezra 9:3 and Nehe- 
miah 13: 23-25, 

ELMuursT, ILL. 
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Children at Home 


Ahinlthbah’s Priceless Gift 


A true story 


T WAS a warm, sultry day on the 

Navajo reservation. The mission- 
ary man walked to the door of his tent, 
set.far up in the northern country, and 
looked across the horizon., Standing 
there looking for signs of life he sud- 
denly espied two forms, one smaller 
than the other. He watched as they 


drew nearer and soon saw that one 
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was a Navajo man and the other a 
little girl. They went to the trading 
post. The missionary man sat down in 
his tent to resume his study. 

Later he was aroused by the sound 
of voices: “Shize’e, Shize’e” (My father, 
my father). Not understanding what 
was wanted the missionary man went 
to the door and watched this little girl, 
trying to peer into the tent through 
the open flaps and pointing at some of 
the objects within. Walking to the 
father, ‘the missionary man gave his 
hand in warm friendly greeting. It 
was a moment of silence ag each looked 
into the other’s eyes. 

In the left arm of the little girl was 
tightly clasped a small cradleboard 
with a little American-made doll se- 
curely bound upon it. The customary 
piece of flour sacking, used to shade 
the baby’s eyes from the sunlight, hung 
from the headpiece. This was adorned 
with several choice little ornaments of 
beads. 

The missionary man thought of the 
missionary lady far away who was 
seeking to interest Christian people in 
the needs of the Navajos. He knew 
that this little, loved cradleboard and 
baby would not only reveal something 
of Navajo life to the white people, but 
would speak to them of the need of 
the children. Dare he ask for this 
choice gift? 

Slowly his doubt gave way to desire, 
and he told Hosteen Nez and his little 
daughter, Ahinlthbah, of the missionary 
lady and her love for the Navajo peo- 
ple. He suggested that she give her 
priceless baby to him that he might 
send it to her. 

Ahinlthbah’s eyes grew wide with 
fear, for she did not know this white 
man nor the missionary lady, nor un- 
derstand what it was all about; nor did 
she realize that he would not take it 
from her by force, Her hands clutched 
her precious baby in wild embrace. 
There was no answer to the request 
but a scream and more tears. The an- 
swer was clearly understood, but not 
in words. Soon the missionary man 
saw two specks fading into the horizon. 
The father and the little daughter had 
gone on their way. ; 

Days passed. This missionary man 
again sat in his tent studying. Sud- 
denly he heard soft gentle voices out- 
side the door. Who could it be? There 
stood Hosteen Nez and little Ahinlth- 
bah with her precious baby. She was 
holding it out to the missionary man, 
offering it to him to send to the mis- 
sionary lady whom she had never seen, 
The father explained that the child had 
brought the gift of her own volition. 
It was accepted. Nothing was given 
in return. Where would she ever find 
a dolly like that again? Who would 
ever make her such a _ cradleboard? 
Where could she ever find the same 
ornaments that were on that headpiece? 
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DO YOU 
HAVE 
$300, 
$500 or 
41,000? 








This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian 
men and women quite frequently who 
are looking for places to invest their 
money. Most of them need a return on 
their savings. ’ 

Some are considering investments in 
stocks. But, because of their limited 
knowledge of stocks and bonds, they are 
reluctant to buy. Others hesitate because 
of market fluctuations, uncertainty of 
dividends, etc. 

And some tell us of disappointing ex- 
periences on their investments. 

* * «& 


Without exception, all-are looking for 
security ... a guarantee that they will 
be assured of a generous income. Some. 
thing they can count on as long as they 
live . . . in good times or bad . . . regard- 
less of whether the stock market is up 
or down. 

But they're interested in something 
else, too. 

2 2 


You should see their faces light up . . . 
when we tell them about the DoUBLE 
DIVIDENDS provided by Moody Annui- 
ties. When we tell them that Moody 
Annuities assure them of a generous, 
guaranteed income as long as they live (up 
to 8% % depending on their age) . . . 
plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . 
they’re overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every 
annuity is backed by all the resources 
of Moody Bible Institute, and that MBI 
has never missed a single payment in 
almost 50 years . . . they are convinced 
that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

RECEIVE DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 

ON YOUR MONEY? 

We'll be happy to send you the Free book- 

let, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which explains the 
Moody Annuity Plan in detail. 
Contains a chart showing income 
rates for all ages, explains tax bene- 
fits and tells you all about the 
many ministries of Moody Bible 
epetSete in which you'll have a 


' 
} CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





Write: Cart J. Frizen, Dept. S-57-30-5 





- 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 








820 N. LaSalle Street. Chicago 10, Illinois 

O Please send me, without obligation, Double 
| Dividends, story of Moody Annuity Plan. 

Please send folder, Where There’s a Will 

relating to stewardship. 

Name Age. 

Address 

City. Zone State 
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-\ ORGANIZATIONS 


EARN EXTRA MONEY! 


Build up YOUR TREASURY _— $50 to 
$500 — with this winning plan that has 
i been so successful in Ladies Clubs, other 
* societies and organizations. Your group 
will have no outlays or money risks. 





5% You and your group can offer direct- 

© from-the-mill values in Coastline Nylon 

%¥ Hosiery, a quality best-seller. Supplies 

are sent and you pay only after the 

merchandise is sold and the customer satisfied; unsold 

lots can be returned. We'll gladly send you all details 

and returnable samples to show at your next meeting. 

Please write and give name of organization, name, 

address of President or Treasurer. Mail a postcard 
TODAY! 


REHOBOTH HOSIERY MILLS 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware Dept. 30 








“OBJECTALKS”—2¢ bright Bible talks 
to boys and girls illustrated by fa- 
miliar objects, 

“TALKS ON TEXTS” —50 children’s 
sermons illuminated by fascin- 
ating illustrations. 

“PAPER TEARING TALKS” — 
Gospel talks. Paper is folded - a torn 
and the object is unfolded. Interest- 
ing to old and young. Full directions. 

A PASTOR writes: our talks are the 
\best I have ever used or have been 
able to find.” 

mee hon says: “I use your talks in 

B.S. with a lot of success.” 

4 Ay —a whole year with thechildren. Over 100,000 

muse. Each set $1. All three $2. 

HADDON SERVICE Box 164-T Fairfield, Conn. 












PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


y¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & vo NS 


wert, 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 








The sacrifice was great. Her heart was 
pounding with excitement, 

One day a large package arrived at 
the missionary lady’s address... She was 
living alone in a room _on a hilltop in 
California.” Day after day she had been 
driving around to churches and places 
seeking to interest friends in the Nav- 
ajo Indians and their needs. Letters 
had often come from the missionary 
man telling of contacts with the Nav- 
ajo people, but a package hadn’t come 
before. What could this be? Twine 
and wrappings were hastily removed, 
and there in the box lay the little 
wooden baby cradle with the little doll 
and the ornaments on the headpiece. 
All over it one could see the prints 
of childish fingers. It had come from a 
hogan. It had slept on the floor near 
its owner. No, it was not beautiful, 
but it was all that she had and all that 
she could ever hope to have of its kind, 
for in that remote area one did not 
see dolls often. 

The missionary lady sat down and 
mused as she held the little gift. In- 
deed, it was a priceless gift. No money 
could buy it. But, greater than the 
gift of the baby cradle with its baby 
doll was the gift of the confidence of a 
little Navajo girl who had given her 
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all to someone whom she had never 
seen, who lived in a place she had 
never heard about, far removed from 
her own Navajo country. She thought 
of the Lord Jesus whom she had never 
seen, who was working for her, and she 
wondered if she was giving Him her 
best, something that cost sacrifice. 
Ahinlthbah had done that for her. Had 
she done that much for Jesus? 

Have you given Jesus your best? 

What did the missionary lady do? 
First she wrote a thank-you letter to 
Ahinlthbah. Then she went to town 
and got the nicest doll baby she could 
find, then a little jacket for a little 
girl, and other things that would make 
a child’s heart happy, and sent them 
out to a little Navajo girl whom she 
had never seen but whose confidence 
she loved; and she learned again the 
lesson that when we give God our best 
He not only:returns it to us but with it 
adds many things. For we read in His 
Word, “He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things?” and when we yield our 
hearts to Him, which is the best gift we 
can give Him, He does “exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or 
think.” 

Have you yielded your heart to 
Jesus? 
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Touring to Hawaii 


With Fellow Christians 


HE Sunpay Scuoot Times has for 

more than twenty years conducted 
successful Christian Fellowship parties 
for readers and friends to Alaska. De- 
mand had been increasing among those 
who had gone on these tours for a voy- 
age to Hawaii, to experience the hos- 
pitality of the Islands and to see their 
thriving communities. 

Last year a tour was arranged and 
was so successfu] that it is being re- 
peated again this year. The tour be- 
gins at Chicago, October 7, and returns 
thereto, November 1. 

Onee again the tour will be under 
competent, friendly leadership, and 
with a congenial group of Christian peo- 
ple. It will take place during,the ideal 
season for travel in the Western United 
States and Hawaii, avoiding congestion 
and crowds and taking advantage of 
lower prices wherever possible. Tour- 
ists will see more, travel] better, and 
pay less than on midwinter and sum- 
mer cruises to Hawaii. 

The most modern railroad transpor- 
tation will be used: the new vistadome 
North Coast Limited of the Burlington 
and Northern Pacific Railroads west- 
bound to Seattle, and the Santa Fe’s 
Chief eastbound from Los Angeles, after 
an all-day trip in streamlined coaches 
from San Francisco to Los Angeles. A 
variety of travel over the Pacific is 
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scheduled: a big DC-7 plane to Hono- 
lulu from Seattle, and the magnificent 
S.S. Lurline, flagship of the Matson 
Navigation Company, from Honolulu to 
San Francisco. 

The members of the Christian Fellow- 
ship Tour to Hawaii will live luxuri- 
ously in the Islands, part of the time at 
the Moana Hotel which occupies the 
best area on Waikiki Beach, and part 
at the Royal Hawaiian Hotel, one of 
the finest resort hotels in the world. 
The sight-seeing and educational pro- 
gram in Hawaii is the finest that can be 
planned and includes comprehensive 
tours on the islands of Oahu, Kauai, and 
Hawaii, with overnight stops on Kauai 
and Hawaii. 

A full day in Seattle, Wash., is part 
of the plan, stopping at the fine Olympic 
Hotel. There will be sight-seeing in 
this important Western city. The tour 
will take in Queen Anne Hill, the Uni- 
versity of Washington, lakes Union and 
Washington, the Floating Bridge, and 
the residential and business areas. 

A day and a half will find the party 
in the interesting city of San Francisco, 
where opportunity will be given to take 
in the sights of the city with a well 
planned tour. 

Two days‘will be spent in Los An- 
geles, the fabulous and fast-growing 
city in California, now the nation’s third 
largest. The Hotel Biltmore will be 
home for the travelers, with rooms and 
bath, ard here again fine sight-seeing 
trips are part-of the itinerary of the 
tour. Westlake Park, Wilshire Boule- 
vard, the Sunset Strip, Beverly Hills 
homes, .the University of California, 
Bel-Air, Brentwood, the Riviera, and 
Santa Monica will be visited. The 
nation’s most beautiful and unique cem- 
etery, Forest Lawn, will also be visited, 
particularly to see Jan Styka’s master- 
piece, “The Crucifixion,” which is the 
world’s largest painting, 190 by 45 feet. 
Also, the “Last Supper” window will 
be seen. Both of these sights will be 
long-remembered, inspiring experiences, 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of the TIMEs, 
and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the 
tour, and a card addressed to him at 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, request- 
ing an attractive illustrated folder, will 
bring all details and costs of this tour. 
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The Secret of Blessing 
(Continued from second page) 


in God’s presence, and to get more out 
of it than you would get out of the busi- 
est hour. Let us live in an atmosphere 


of prayer, for God will meet with us 
even amid the hum of the traffic of the 
busy streets. 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” 
This does not mean a confinual asking 
of blessings from God, but rather a 
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listening to His voice. It does not mean 
merely seeking to get concessions from 
God, but rather seeking to enter into 
communion with Him. Remembering 
always that real prayer is not my con- 
quest over God, but God’s conquest of 
me. Real prayer is not that I win a vic- 
tory over God, but that God wins a 
mighty victory over me. “Be still,” and 
I will tell you what will be the result; 
you will go out day by day to live a life 
in which there is no panic. “He shall 
not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart 
is fixed” (Psa. 112:7). 

You will remember that when Saul 
was seeking his father’s lost asses, the 
prophet Samuel beckoned to him to 
stand still, and to hearken unto the 
word of the Lord. And what was it? 
It was a word which made him a king. 
When God bids us to be still and to 
know Him, it is that He may make us 
kings, masters over circumstances and 
difficulties, “Be still, and know that I 
am God.” This is the road to victory, 
to blessing, and to conquest. 


The Gospel Came to Hawaii 
(Continued from page 707) 


churches that were constructed ever a 
hundred years ago, the age-old story of 
the love of God is still being proclaimed. 
There is a strong and vital! evangelical 
witness being sustained throughout the 
territory today. Pray that truly these 
islands of the sea will be awakened— 
that they shall know another visitation 
of God’s power in a special manner even 
as before. 
Ho, Hawatl. 
we 


Bible Mastery Campaign 
for October 1957 


HE twenty-eighth annual Bible Mas- 
tery Campaign will be held this 
October. The books chosen for the 
reading this year are the Epistles of 
John. The plan of the Bible Mastery 
Campaign is to choose a portion of 
Scripture each year and urge people 
throughout the world to read that por- 
tion daily during the month of October. 
Pastors are encouraged to preach from 
that Scripture during the month, and 
Bible teachers are asked to use the 
same Scripture in their Bible classes. 
This year the Epistles of John have 
been chosen and the suggestion is that 
the First Epistle be read daily, and the 
Second and Third Epistles be read at 
least once each week. The Scripture 
itself is its own interpreter, so the plan 
is accepted by people in all denomina- 
tions and in every one of the United 
States and in countries around the 
world. 
Three .pieces of literature are avail- 
able. A copy of each of these may be 
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had free simply by requesting it and 
enclosing a stamped, self-addressed en- 
velope. Quantities may be ordered as 
follows: Descriptive leaflet, $1 per 100, 
Committal Card, 50 cents per 100, an 
the Bible Book Mark, 50 cents per 100. 
Postage will be paid when the money 
accompanies the order. Address all 
communications to Bible Mastery Cam- 
paign, Rev. Lloyd Roti, director, 1104 
17th Avenue N., Seattle 2, 


ye 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Operation Evangelism. By Horace F. 
Dean, D.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) Here are 
eleven lectures on evangelism. The 
first three have much criticism of pres- 
ent-day preachers and methods. Our 
need of revival is stressed in the fourth, 
and in the sixth the author shows what 
he believes is “The Pathway to Re- 
vival Now!” Other chapters present 
“Lessons from the Greatest Old Testa- 
ment Revival,” under Hezekiah; how to 
overcome our failures; the organiza- 
tion and limitations of mass evange- 
lism; and the methods used by Paul 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. The last 
three show the great importance of 
“Visitation Evangelism,” in which Dr. 
Dean has specialized for fourteen years 
as founder and president of the move- 
ment called “Christ for America.” 

Since these lectures were given at 
Bob Jones University, there is consid- 
erable praise of that school, and many 
favorable references to Dr. Dean’s or- 
ganization. 

This is a strong plea for revival, vis- 
itation evangelism, and personal work. 
Some of the best passages are quoted 
from Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth, Vance 
Havner, and Charles G. Finney. The 
description of how Dr. Robert M. Parr 
built up his large church in Detroit is 
particularly useful. 


The Epistles of Paul to the Thessa- 
lonians. By Leon Morris, M.Th., Ph.D. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapéds 3, Mich., $2.) The reader is taken 
into the very heart of that great mis- 
sionary pastor, Paul, as, verse by 
verse, he hears Paul preach, teach, 
scold, praise, and exhort his converts. 
Professor Morris is a scholar with the 
unusual ability of preparing material 
adequate for the pastor and teacher 
with advanced training, and, at the 
same time, simple enough for the aver- 
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IN SPARE TIME... WITHOUT 
TAKING A JOB OR PUTTING 
IN REGULAR HOURS... AND 
WITHOUT EXPERIENCE 

Here's a delightful, easy way to make an 
extra $50 to $200—or even more—and 
you'll enjoy every minute of it! Just show 
samples of nationally-known Regal Christmas 
Cards to your friends, neighbors and co- 
workers. Everyone you know sends Christmas 
Cards, and they'll order from you on sight 
(thanking you for the chance) when they see 
the exquisite beauty, rich glowing colors and 
sparkling new design in this year's Regal 
Christmas line. 

Thousands of men, women (and even children) 
find it so easy—and so pleasant—to use this 
means of getting extra income. Why not 
you, too? 


FREE 1.25 GIFT 
FOR PROMPT ACTION 
This “TINY TV" salt and pepper Ff 
set is yours to keep FREE if you 
act at once. Turn knob and salt BD 
and pepper shakers pop up IM 
ready for use. 
SEND NO MONEY — WRITE FOR FREE ALS 
Mail coupon below for FREE 1957 album of 
personalized Christmas Cards, a FREE 36- 
page full-color catalogue, and sample box 
assortments on approval—everything you 
need to get started. 


REGAL GREETING CARD CO. 

Dept. $S-7, Ferndale 20, Mich. | 

Please rush FREE Christmas Card Album, FREE | 

catalogue and sample boxes on approval and 

money-making plan. 

NAME 

ADDRESS. 

City STATE 

C) Check here if writing for church, school or club | 
interested in raising funds. 
































START THE 
JOY BELLS 


RINGING 
for orphans 





A penny a day makes you a loyal sup- 
porter of Isabelle Orphanage in Pusan, 
Korea. An independent, faith missionary 
work. 
KOREA GOSPEL MISSION 
P.O. Box 291, Inglewood, California 
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You May Have a Copy of This Book 


for FIVE NEW 13-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 


THROUGH GATES OF SPLENDOR 





How You Can Get This Book 


The TIMES will give one copy of this book 
for every FIVE NEW 13-weeks subscriptions at $1 
each (Canada, $1.10 U.S.A. dollars). 


In what better way could you show your 
thoughtfulness to a number of friends than by 
sending them the TIMES? 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring 
you some sample copies of the TIMES, an order 
blank, and circulars. 


Send the names and addresses (with zone oa 
numbers) with a remittance of $1 (Canada $1.10) for | Mrs. Billy Graham holds 
each NEW 13-weeks subscription. Your copy (or the book. 


copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, 
on the basis of one book for every five subscriptions. 
Send all subscriptions at one time and mention this 
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without money cost 





By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


The whole incredible story of the 
boldest and most dramatic mis- 
sionary exploit in modern times. 


Nothing in modern literature has 
dramatized so strikingly the collision of 
old and new, of darkness and light, as 
this saga of the five missionary martyrs. 


These five men were the first to pene- 
trate the dread land of the AUCA Indians 
in Ecuador with the message of salvation, 
only to be ambushed and slain. 


Dr. Edman, President of Wheaton 
College, says, “ “Through Gates of Splen- 
dor’ proves conclusively that first-century 
devotion to Christ, even to martyrdom, is 
still alive in this mid-twentieth century.” 


The book sells regularly for $3.75 at your bookseller’s 





“One of the great missionary 
books,” said Mrs. Graham, 
after reading it. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13thStreet - - - Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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age~ layman. The practical emphasis 
upon our walk during the interval be- 
tween Christ’s departure and His com- 
ing again should challenge all who 
read this book. Mr. Morris is an evan- 
gelical scholar of great eloquence. How- 
ever, there are portions of this book 
which should be read with care. Sec- 
ond Thessalonians 2:3-12 is a contro- 
versial portion, and in the author’s exe- 
gesis of 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 and 2 
Thessalonians 2:3-12 there seems to be 
a failure to distinguish between things 
that differ, and no matter how earnest 
the Bible student, his interpretation 
will go astray if this is not done. Es- 
pecially is this true in eschatology. It 
seems to this reviewer that Dr. Morris 
has not differentiated between the Rap- 
ture and the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Pages 83 through 89 should be read 
with this in mind. 


The Whole Gospel for the Whole 
World. By Alan Walker. (Abingdon 
Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.) The 
author, an Australian minister and 
evangelist, presses fora new evangelism. 
To him the nineteenth century methods, 
still in use today, constitute “the most 
serious apostasy of the church.” His 
purpose, therefore, is to awaken the 
reader to the need for what he calls 
the “Whole Gospel.” To him the social 
teachings of Scripture is a part of the 
Gospel. In ten chapters the author tells 
what he means by the new evangelism 
—‘“an evangelism which has arisen out 
of the cultural and religious atmos- 
phere ... of the twentieth century.” 
He describes a new method of approach 
to the “unchurched”; gives instruction 
concerning the effective use of modern 
means of communication; dwells on the 
need of the world today, largely social, 
as, for example, racial discrimination, 
greed of competitive capitalism, and the 
wickedness of war. In analyzing the doc- 
trines the church must preach he leaves 
much to be desiréd. Other chapter 
headings include “The Task of the 
Laity,” “Preaching for a Verdict,” and 
“THe Price of Evangelism.” 

While the author says some good 
things, it must be stated that the book 
is not a work of a sound expositor of 
the Bible. Furthermore, there is not so 
much a burden to get souls saved from 
sin’s condemnation and penalty as to 
bring in a man-made millennium, When 
he quotes others they are usually promi- 
nent Liberals. In one place he says 
Paul was wrong. In the appendix, 
written by another, the author’s cam- 
paign in Australia is described, “The 
mission proved to be the first big evan- 
gelistic effort not based for its principal 
emphasis upon a rigid use of only one 
of the many theories of the Atonement.” 
It would appear that the author is try+ 
ing to appeal to Liberal and Conserva- 
tive alike. One wonders if he has not 
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gone to the Scriptures to support his 
own views, rather than to obtain the 
message of the Word of God. 


To the Golden Shore—The Life of 
Adoniram Judson. By Courtney Ander- 
son, (Little, Brown & Co., Boston 6; $6.) 
As many readers know, Adoniram Jud- 
son was one of the first five mission- 
aries to be commissioned in America. 
The ordination service took place in 
Salem, Mass., February 6, 1812—one of 
the coldest days of the year after a 
heavy snowfal, His absorbing life story 
of sixty-two years is well told in this 
new and exhaustive biography (530 
pages). 

Judson’s life might be called a “saga 
of suffering.” He had a struggle to 
persuade the American Board to send 
him out; his first two wives and some 
of his children were taken from him by 
death; he was often ill and in great 
pain; he was tortured and fed starva- 
tion rations in a filthy prison in Burma. 
He married a third time and had some 
years of relative peace and happiness. 
His wives—Nancy, Sarah, and Emily— 
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were women of sterling character, de- 
voted to him and to God; the first two 
were fine linguists, as he was, and the 
third was a brilliant writer. But their 
work was hard and slow—in the first 
twelve years there were only eighteen 
converts in Burma. 

In this biography there are many side- 
lights on the growing interest in mis- 
sions during the nineteenth century. 
Here is a record of the famous “Hay- 
stack meeting” held near,Williams Col- 
lege in August, 1808; an account of 
Judson’s meeting with William Carey 
and his colleagues in India; descriptions 
of storms at sea as the missionaries 
sailed slowly to foreign lands. : 

Judson’s best known tangible accom- 
plishments were his translation of fhe 
whole Bible into Burmese, finished Oc- 
tober 24, 1840; and the completion of 
the English-Burmese part of his dic- 
tionary on January 24, 1849. 

Mr. Anderson has done a prodigious 
amount of research and written a thor- 
oughly interesting life story of one of 
the best known American pioneers in 
foreign missions. The reader is shown 
Judson’s feelings during times of suf- 
fering and great depression, and watches 
him triumph over almost crushing 
trials. He was very human in his feel- 
ings and thoughts, yet a hero by faith. 
He was a master at self-discipline and 
thus able to lead others on in the Chris- 
tian life. He so immersed himself in 
the customs and language of Burma 
that he felt like a stranger when he 
returned to America after thirty-three 
years. The only lack this reviewer 
noticed was a certain weakness or reti- 
cence in the author’s comments on the 
spiritual side of Judson’s life and work; 
yet he lets the faith and purpose of 
Judson and his wives shine out clearly 
through their conversations and writ- 
ings. Altogether this is an inspiring 
narrative of heroic, missionary pioneer- 
ing. 

we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 29 


Christian Endeavor’s Fall Line-Up 
(1 Cor. 14:40; 1 Tim. 4:12-16; Heb. 12:1, 2) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian deavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE football season is already under 

way in your town or school, even 
though no game may yet have been 
played. “Skull practice” sessions have 
already been held, positions have been 
assigned, uniforms distributed, and some 
field practice has undoubtedly been 
undertaken. Can you imagine the con- 
fusion and uncertainty that would mark 
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the first game played by the team of 
your particular interest, if all this prep- 
aration had not been made. Their 
chances of having a. good season would 
receive a severe setback at the very 
start. 
OTL ve 

But do we not often start the fall and 
winter work in our young people's 
society with little or no planning or 
preparation for the season that is ahead? 
This week’s meeting is intended to help 
us avoid such a mistake. 


Me 
The first Scripture verse suggested for 
our topic reminds us of the importance 
of doing things “decently and in order,” 
for most of us are prone to leave to the 
last minute the planning and prepara- 
tion for our young people’s meetings 
and then to make excuses for the slip- 
shod carrying out of such plans as we 
have. For example, how often have we 
substituted for a careful selection of 
h suitable to the topic for a par- 
ticular meeting, that well-worn ques- 
tion, “Has anyone a favorite?” Or, per- 
haps you have had the experience of 
receiving a telephone call toward the 
end of a busy week, and a request to lead 
the meeting on the coming Sunday eve- 
ning. Such last-minute preparations do 
not and cannot make for well-balanced 
and helpful meetings. 
ve 
Perhaps your president or prayer 
meeting committee chairman should be 
in charge of this particular “Fall Line- 
Up” meeting, and certainly your coun- 
selor and pastor and each committee 
chairman should be urged to be présent 
and to help in guiding the meeting. 
Some groups have found it worth while, 
after a brief devotional period, to break 
up a planning meeting of this sort into 
small groups, each with a “secretary,” 
who will jot down the findings of the 
group. It is important to hold this 
meeting in a room where chairs can be 
moved about quickly and quietly, and 
to have two blackboards, or one large 
one, available. Urge your members to 
move promptly and quietly so that time 
will not be wasted in getting into and 
out of the small groups. 
ye 
In a ten-minute period, let each group 
discuss what goals they would like to 
see your society adopt for the coming 
fall, winter, and spring months. Let 





On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages te plan their buying. Thus they 
knew what to buy and where. . The 


Times advertising columns carry news 

ef importance te you in your work in 

the church or Sunday school. Why not 

plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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them choose two or three and then con- 
sider which they believe are most im- 
portant, and why. 

Bring all the small groups together 
again for five minutes for a report from 
the “secretaries” as to the decisions of 
their groups, and have these goals listed 
on a blackboard by someone who can 
write quickly and clearly. 

ye 

Separate again into small groups for 
about fifteen minutes, and discuss some 
of the principal weaknesses of your 
society that may hinder reaching the 
goals that have been suggested. Let it 
be understood clearly that this is not to 
be a mere fault-finding session, and that 
with the weaknesses pointed out, there 
should be practical remedies suggested. 
Warn your groups against trying to 
handle too many problems or weak- 
nesses and also against trying to find 
solutions for them all. If solutions are 
not readily found, move on to another 
problem or weakness, 

ye 

Some of the problems discussed at 
this time might include such ones as: 

How can we get our members to come 
on time, so that meetings can begin 
promptly and without a last-minute 
scramble? 

How can we impress upon our mem- 
bers the importance of faithfully ful- 
filling their promises regarding taking 
part in meetings? 

What problems do we face in disci- 
pline and attention in our meetings? What 
causes this, and how can it be remedied? 

What is at the root of our poor atten- 
dance, and how can it be corrected? 

Why do so few take part in discussions 
in our meetings? Is it because a few are 
too long-winded? Is it because they do 
not know in advance what the topic is 
to be? Is it because of ignorance of the 
Bible or fear of being laughed at? How 
can some of these causes be remedied? 

How can careful planning, promptness, 
and efficient leading affect our atten- 
dance? 

Would a week-night Bible study help 
our members and promote the spiritual 
life of our group? 

How much time each week do our 
members give to prayer—as individuals? 
As a group? 

Why ,does our society not attract new 
members or visitors? 

When the fifteen-minute group period 
is over, assemble the whole society 
again and once again have the “secre- 
taries” report on items discussed by 
their groups and the solutions suggested. 
Have these also written on the black- 
board. If time permits, have a vote on 
the best solutions offered, if more than 
one remedy has been suggested. Or, all 
the problems and solutions may be put 
into the hands of the officers and coun- 
selors and pastors for study and for a 
report back to the society. 

Close the meeting with a brief mes- 
sage from your counselor on the final 
Scripture portion chosen for this week’s 
topic, Hebrews 12:1, 2, and follow this 
with a prayer time, asking God to show 
your group what “weights” or even 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Sept. 29) Sept. 14, 1957 


“sins” may be hindering you in your 
Christian race and testimony. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


* 
Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo! Lesson Committee. 


September 23 to 29 


Mon., Sept. 23.—Neh. 2:1-5. A Request. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Then the king 
said unto me, For what dost thou make 
request? So I prayed to the God of 
heaven.” We, too, are coming to a 
King, and it is well that we have the 
spirit of prayer in order that we may 
ask of Him the things which are agree- 
able to His holy will. Nehemiah was 
in the presence of the king, a trusted 
servant of the king, a man in favor 
with the king; and so his petition was 
of special] interest to the king. Let us 
learn from this man of prayer the art 
of moving people to do God’s will by 
prayer. Be sure that you have more 
heart than art in your prayers to God. 
Pray for the theological students in 
numerous seminaries throughout the 
world. 

Tues., Sept. 24.—Neh. 2:6-11. 
Return to Jerusalem. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: “And the king 
said unto me, (the queen also sitting 
by him,) For how long shall thy jour- 
ney be? and when wilt thou return? 
So it pleased the king to send me; and 
I set him a time.” The Lord’s provi- 
dences marked the occasion of Nehe- 
miah’s request to be permitted to return 
to Jerusalem and to build its walls, The 
background of his high favor gained 
before the king influenced the monarch, 
The deep and pathetic patriotism of 
Nehemiah also touched the  king’s 
heart. God, who worketh all in all, 
can arrange all needful matters for you, 
dear reader. Pray for the professors 
in our theolégical seminaries. 

Wed., Sept. 25.—Neh. 2:12-20. 
Inspecting the Wall. 

PRAYER SuccesTIons: “Then went I up 
in the night .. . and viewed the wall.” 
Nehemiah made a thorough inspection 
of the destruction wrought upon Jeru- 


salem. His saying to the rulers, “Ye, 


see the distress that we are in,” re- 
veals the depth of his concern for the 
needed revival. ut he had more to 
tell. The story of the Lord’s favor 
through Artaxerxes turned their mutual 
sorrow into joyful hope. But even 
more they needed to realize that “the 
God of heaven . . . will prosper,” before 
they were persuaded to rise up and 
build. Pray for more divine encourage- 
ment for those who need to promote 
the very difficult work of revival in 
churches, 


Thurs., Sept. 26.—Neh. 4:15-23. 
Working Under Difficulties. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Every one with 
one of his hands wrought in the work, 
and with the other hand held a 
weapon.” Revival ever must be a most 
difficult work. Satan is against every- 
thing that God and godly people are 
for. He has gotten in his work of de- 
struction in our time as in the days of 
Nehemiah. Walls that kept the ungodly 
at bay and gates that excluded strangers 
and foreigners and enemies of God’s 
people have been broken down. Spir- 
itual renewal is one of the most diffi- 
cult tasks of the Church. “Did we in 
our own strength confide, our striving 
would be losing; were not the right 
Man on our side, the Man of God’s own 
choosing . . . Christ Jesus, it is He... 
and He must win the battle.” Pray 


for the needed spiritual awakening in 
your own soul and congregation, 


Fri., Sept. 27.—Neh. 5:14-19. 
Nehemiah’s Unselfishness. 
PRAYER SvuGcesTIons: “The former 
governors that had. been before me 
were chargeable unto the people... 
but so did not I, because of the fear of 
God.” Nehemiah did not please him- 
self, seek his own, nor desire gain or 
reward. Everything inconsistent with 
love he rejected. All men are addicted 
to selfishness, but God’s people are to 
be devoid of it. Pray for more avoid- 
ers of selfishnéss among God’s servants 
about you. 


Sat., Sept. 28.—Neh. 6:15 to 7:4. 
The Wall Completed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “So the wall was 
finished . . . in fifty and two days.” The 
builders had all labored with ardor and 
religious zeal for God and His people. 
Union of hearts and hands in churches 
are likewise needed for rebuilding spir- 
itual walls and bulwarks against the 
enemies: the world, the flesh,, and the 
Devil. The struggle is well described 
in Ephesians 6:10-20. And thus let us 
build for revival in churches. Pray for 
revived ministers. 


Sun., Sept. 29.—Psa. 85:1-7. 
God’s Favor. 
PrRaYER SvucGEsTIONsS: “Wilt thou 
not revive us again: that thy people 
may rejoice in thee?” Our Heavenly 
Father loves to favor His beloved 
Son, and to favor all who love to 
honor Him. The favor of God is the 
source of all mercies and spiritual 
renewal. It is given in answer to 
prayer in the Spirit. It should be 
prayed for constantly and persever- 
ingly in the Holy Ghost. And prayers 
in the Holy Spirit are prayers 
of righteous people in the will of 
God for such things as are agreeable 
to His holy will for the Church and 
the progress of spirituality and 
evangelism, Pray more for revival, 
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